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BIRTH. 

On 10th January, at No. 2, East Terrace, Kow- 
loon, the wife of H. D. Nozonns, of twins (girls) 
MARRIAGES. 

On 28th December, at jhansi, India, Harry 
Seruourn Hoye, to CONSTANCE Mary, elder 
daughter of F. Nevin May, of Shanghai. 

On 10th Janu ry, at the Wesleyan Church, 
Hongkong, by the Rev. W. Bridie, CHARLES 
MAKEHAM, to RacneL RaDcLiIFFE. 

On 10th January, at Hongkong, Ernst TRUSqH, 
IM.C. Lappa, to Bazsara, second daughter cf 
Francis Morrison, Aberdeen, Scotland. 

DEATHS. 

On 31st December, at Shanghai, Joun WILLIAM 
Granam, of Granada, West Indies, aged 54 years. 

On 2nd January, at Shanghai, Friorence EH. 
Paas, azed 28 years. 

On 3rd January, at Shanghai, J. M. FLowERs, 
of Durham, North Carolina, aged 25 years. 

On 4th January, at Shanghai, Jouan JacosB 
Inorar, aged 62 years. 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


The Nagasaki Hotel was re-op-ned on 
December 28th. 

Three Portuguese are in custody at Shanghai, 
charged with wound ng American sailors with 
razors. 

Bad colds are common in Hongkong just 
now, the weather-man's quick changes being 
responsible. 7 

The Dalai Lama, supposed to have been in 


Peking since the fall of Lhassa, is now reported 
in St. Petersburg. 


Subscriptions were voluntarily collected by 
Japanese in Japan for tho relatives of the mur- 
dered Hull fishermen. 

The Shanghai Taotai is said to have gone to 
the Japanese Consul and congratulated him on 
the capture of Port Arthur. 

A North China journal has just apolcgised 
for reporting that a marriage service hal been 


performed by a clergyman who ‘died some time 
ago.” 


H. Collins, the_man under arrest at Yoko- 
hama as o spy in Russian pay, was found guilty 
at the preliminary examination, and committed 


for trial. 


There was a big children's party at the 
British Consulate at Amoy in Christmas week 
and another at the Club. All foreign children 
received gifts. 


Shanghai wines an? other luxuries are meet- 


ing a fair- market in Manchuria, ‘the Russian | 


soldiers beiny larze purchasers. 


They also buy 
Japanese goods. 


The Philippines authorities have ordered the 
deportation of an Amoy Chinaman who had 


failed to register himself. This is said to be 
the first case of the kind. 


Ths usual tribute of the ‘Nive White’ has 
reached Peking from one of the Mongolian 
princes. It consists of 1 white camel ani 8 
white Mongolian horses. 


The Corean Minist r at Peking, who has 
been order-d hom>. wires that he cannot go 
until the Government sends him his overdue 
salary that |:e may pay his bills. 


Bangkok has bee: visited by plague for the 
first time in history. It broke out among 
Indians, of whom several have died. ‘Lhe 
patients were at once isolated. precautiouary 
aa were taken, and rats were huntel 
own. 


Report. 
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The N.-C. Daily News says :—The control of 


l the stock of the Canton-Hankow . Railway is 


again in American hands, the Belgian interests 
having been bought out. | ; 


American journalism is always refreshing. - 
The last Manila Cablenews to hand, dated 
January 7th, has four and a half inches of 
oaption to a two-inch telegram. The headings 
read :—“ Back!" Says White Czar. —Balled 
up Fleet Ordered to Return up the Creek.— 
Japan se Squadron Will Stay in Watchful 
Waters Till It 1s Certain Slav Ships Distant. 
—The healing of the item giving the news of 
Goneral Stoessel’s surrender was “ Red Ball Is 
Over Arthur.” . : ; ; 


Another gallant attempt to rescue a coolia 
from drowning was made by Dr. Rome of the 
3.8. Cranley in the harbour on January 10th 
The Doctor was conversing with two other. 
medical men when an uproar was heard 
amongst the coolies on board. On going to the 
companion way Dr. Rome noticed a coolie 
struggling in the water. Quickly divesting 
himself ef his clothes he leaped from the ship 
to his assistance. He was snecessful in getting 
the coolie on board, but a'l the efforts of the 
three medicos to induce respiration. were 
unavailing. 


A Wnsieh report has it that nearly three 
weeks ago a large mob attacked and burned 


-down the residence of a member of the gentry 


of that city and a newly-established “ new learn- 
ing ” school, as a protest against the collection 


of an additionak tax ou rice produced in that — 


district. Bytho interposition of the military 

the riot was suppressed and three of the ring- 
leaders captured. These men were sent to 
Soochow for trial and the sentence on two of 
them has been death by strangulation. Banish- 
ment to Chinese Turkestan is the fate of the- 


third culprit. 


On January 9th an elderly man named 
James Douglas, who during 4 lengthy residence 
in Hongkong has had 4. somewhat chequered 
career, fell downta‘rs at his home in Lee Yuen 
St:eet. He was picked up in an unconscious 
condition and taken to his rooms, the 
Chinese supposing that he was under the 
influence of drink. As he had not recovered 
consciousness by the morning, however, he was 
taken to the Government Civil Hospital. where 
Dr. Bell instantly perceived that the man was 
suffering from fracture of the skull and was 
not likely to live many hours. Asa matter of 
fact, he died in five hours, and was buried 
on Jan. ii... . 


On 5th January, at Shanghai, 
FULLERTON, aged 34 years. 

On Sth January, at Hankow, HeinricH QUIB- 
Torr, of the Ostasiatische Handels Gesellschait 
(A.G.), aged 29 years. 


Groner Case It is reported thit Captain Zurboasen, of the 


German steamer Wellehad, which tovk to 
Yokolana the Japanes' refuzves from Rnasia, 
has hid the fourth ord-r of the Rising Sun 
cunferred on bic: m recognition of the valuable 
services render'd by him, Heisa Lieatenant 
un the retired li-t of thu G=rman navy and was 
ro utly presented to the Emperor by Count 
yon Aro» Valley. On. Boxing night a dinner 
was given ot the Grand Hole!l, Yokohama, in 
hoaour of the ciptain and the officers «f the 


The Peking Tinies states that on the chief 
eunuch Li Lien-ying's 60th birthday some thre 
weeks ago hundreds of princes and high officials 
flocked to his residence to pay tribu e to the «ll 
powerful one. and at the time of the mpress 
Dowager’s birthday as well as his «wn, it i 
estimated he must have received millions of 
taels “‘ cumsha.” 


A. shop collapsed at Kau Yee Fong, just 
behind No. 5 Police Station, at 10.30 o'clock @ oh So 
on Jannary llth. Tha building. which is || Willahad, Governor Sufu preaidiog, In addi- 


Government p operty, was being pulled down | tion ta the gueats of the evening, Count vox 
when the collap-e occurred Two workmen Arco Valley and Coasal-General Sybing, amongst, 


were injured, one seriously. Both were taken | others, were also present. In makirg 8 presen- 
to the Government Civil Hospital. Others | tation of a silver vase to Capt. Zerbonsen, the © 
were entombed, but were excavated, before the | Governor of Kanagawa thanked the captain 
Police, under Chief Inspector Baker, arrived on and his officers and wished them to carry away 
the scene. the assurance of his sincereat respect. 
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ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


The French Mail of the 9th December arrived, 
r the ss. Ernest Simons, on the 12th inst., 
and the English Mail of the 16th December 


is expected to arrive, per the s.s. Simla, some 
time to-day. 


APE NENT, 
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SHIPPING AND INSURANCE. 


(Daily Beis, Sth January.) 

When a journal of the status and dignity 
of the London Times makes usa of such an 
adjective as “ rotten,’ we may safely con- 
elude that the thing so described is ina 
very bad condition indeed. It is the con- 
dition of the marine insurance market at 
Home which the commercial supplement of 
the Times states to .be “rotten,” aud its 
correspondent declares the use of the word 
to te fully justified.jn that connection at 
the end of the year just over. Worse still, 
he writes hopelessly of any immediate pros- 
pect of improvement. The depression in 


the shippirg trade is severe, he reports, and 
values have seriously declined. ‘There is 
no margin on earnings to allow shipowners 
to pay adequate insurance premiums, and 
they are oblige! tu put forward their vessels 
on the depreciated values ins‘ead of on the 
much higher values of two or three years 
ago.” In view of the Board of Trade 
returns, showing still a very respectable 
volume of export and import trades, we 
might be tempted to ascribe these pessimis- 
tic reports to the tendency of those ina 
business to exaggerate its defects and to 
belittle ite advantages; but it is explained 
that the margins of profit have Leen low, 
especially in the case of heavy freight, and 


uuderwriters have been continually under 
pressure to undertake greater risks without 
a corresponding increase of premium. The 
secret is that there are far too many at the 
game. -The supply of insurance facilities, 
we are told, is greater than the demand. 
«The London market can cover inore than 
a million sterling on a first-class risk, and 
everybody likes first-class risks. But most 
of these risks do not exceed £100,000, and 
rarely reach £500,000. On nearly eyery 
good tisk placed in Loudon some under- 


writers have to go short, and their inevit- 
able willingness to cut rales in order to get 
a share in business results in a continuous 
aud progressive reduction, until a point is 
reache| which is well below the margin of 
. safety.” That point, says our contemporary, 
has now been reached in some important 
classes of marine insurance, ITuw different 
all this to the state of things on the 
‘China coast. Every local “corpurati--n 
engaged in this business is doing remark- 
ably well. That jealousy to which allusion 
has been made, prompting a toning down of 
good reports and the cmphasising of bad, 
prevents us from mentio:.ing particular 
cases, or giving figures to prove huw vastly 
happier are our local underwriters than 
their metropolitan prototypes. Rates are, 
however, admittedly very high, a fact which 
affords some explanation of the way in 
which Chinese shipownrs are conducting 
their . bu iness. Many. of the Chinese 
steamers are vot insured at all; and so long 
as their luck remains good, and nv l.sses 
come to punish their temerity, they are en- 
abled to compete with foreign shippers on 
terme distinctly unfavourable to the latter, 
The natural assumption would be that the 
shipping depressiou at Home, which helped 
to establish the insurance ra‘es on such a 
more favourable basis for the shippers, 
would be cured or partly cured by the 


depression it had so couveyed to the related 
business ; but the expert idea appears to be 


that under such conditions a sound insurance 
protection cannot exist, and that. without it 
the trade cannot recover. I[t is obvious 
that while the underwriterg are obtaining 
the smallest of profits, or none at all, 
they will be the more tempted to dis- 
pute their liabilities when claims are 
made, and thir legal advisers hold out 
any hope of success. The greatest failures 
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have been in insurances of steamers for 
twelve months at fixed premiums —“ time 
risks,” which showed an unprecedented 
‘rot.’ Our authority mentions “the ex- 


perience of cne of the north-eastern mutual | justice. 


[January 14, 1905. 


not be just. The pious Craps says that 
the act of avenging, though attended 


with the infliction of pain, is oftentimes an 
act of humanity, and always an act’ of 
The principle vf*equality enters 


insurance clubs for the year to February, ! into all definitions of Justice. A just 
1904, which shows that the tramp steamers; punishment is one that fits the crime. 


entered in the club cost for insurance £9 6s. 
per cent. on a valuation of £10 a ton. 


Without considering the possibility that 


many men would rather die than undergo 


‘Tramp steamers of about the same class are !.penal servitude, we have to consider if: 


now being written in London on the 1905 
account at £8 or less per cent. on a valua- 
tion of £84 ton. Here is a reduction in 
premium and value together of no less than 
31 per cent. 
rate example, and it would be easy to give 
instances of reductions of nearly 50 per 
cent. Underwriters grumble and groan 
daily; they resent the way iu which business 
properly applicable to 1905 is being pushed 
forward now inorder to secure the advantages 
forshipowners ofa “rotten” market, but they 
are between the millstones of economic 
forces.’’ The only business in which the in- 


surance people have distinctly scored has been | 


the war risks, for captures and accidents 
were, thanks to the Japanese navy, not so 
numerous as to seriously reduce the hand- 
some returns drawn from scared shippers. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 
(Daily Press, 10th January.) 


Our correspondent ‘“‘ W. D.” whose letter 
appeared in yesterday’s paper, holds, in 
common with a great many humane folk, 
the opinion that capital-*punishment is a 
relic of barbarism. He says it ought to be 
superseded “ by something more humane, 
more philosophic, more just.” Some de- 
finition becomes necessary before we can 


appreciate the value of his argument. We 
must know what he means by humanity, 


whether he perceives it as a sentiment of 


pity for an individual in trouble, or asa 
love of humanity in the aggregate. We 
must sce why and where he discovers the 
unphilosophic side of capital punishment. 
aud we must consider whether his con- 
ception of justice is or is nota true one. 
He adopts the Socratic method of trans- 
milting his opinien that capital punishment 
is an act of revenge, and probably will not 
be satisfied with a negative answer to his 
question. Nevertheless, his opinion that 
the object of punishing a murderer is re- 
venge is quite untenable. A vital condition 
attached to an individual’s permission to 
associat? with his fellows is that he must 
respect the suuctity of their lives. Without 
such an uuderstanding, man’s gregarious 
instinct could not be gratified, He would 
have to live, as it were, with his back to 
the tree, and regard everyone coming into 
view as a possible enemy. In the carlier 
communities, a killer was regarded as a 
common danger, and suppressed as such, 
for the good of the community. The simple 
philosophy of those days was that a dead 
killer would kill no more. Jn later times, 
the view of capital punishment has been 
thal it deters, uot only the oue put out of 
mischief, but all others beholding his fate. 
Thus, if the zight humane fecling be thit 
entertained for humanity at large, and if 
only two potential murderers te deterred 


by the fate of ona, an execution is not ouly 
a bumane punishment, but is ultimately an 


economiser of lives. ‘1 his, it seems to us, is 
also sufficiently philusoy-hic to dispose of our 
correspondent’s second vbjection. As’ to 
the justice of it, there can be no question, 
if we set nside “ W.D.’3”” word “ revenge” 
as improper. Capital puvishment4s an act 
of avenging, not of revenging. The dis- 
tinction is that one is an act of justice, the 
other a private reprisal which may or may 


This is in fact quite a mode- : 


| 


i 


twenty years of liberty taken away is a fair 
price for a whole life cut off. In the case 
which has given rise to this discussion, one 
heman creature was robbed of probably 
fifty or sixty years of existence. So much 
for the justice of it. 

Our correspondent is, we admit, in the 
fashion when he attributes all crime -to 
ignorance, disease, or insanity; but we can- 
not help thinking it a dangerous doctrine 
to preach, There is a temptation to gravé 
laxity in these pampered*days when we are 
taucht to disguise offeaces with euphemistic 
names, when a thief is no longer a_ thief, 
but a kleptomaniac; and when a brutal 
murderer is said to be suffering from a 
painful attack of homicidal mania. Toler- 
ance is a.fine thing, but we should uot be 
expected to tolerate evil. Every; young 
rascal with suffic:ent brains or education to 
think of it, when his failure to curb his 
appetite or passion becomes patent, and 


incurs the censure of those about him, 
promptly pleads heredity or environment. 
The drunkard is offended by his true 
designation. He has, poor fellow, had the . 
misfortune to inherit’ dipsomaniacal ten- 
dencies. There is, no doubt, something in 
it; but we no longer know where we stand, 


as we once did. Once upon a time, 
“He who took what wasn’t his’n 
When he was cotched was took to prison.” 
Now, the correct thing is to seek for a cause 
of his naughtiness among what “ W. D.” 


calls “the thousand and one impacts of 
environment,” to prate of his necessities, to 


blame Government for omitting to provide 
him with a sinecure that would have kept 
him out of temptation ; and finally to con- 
fine him temporarily as a first or second 
class misdemeanant. Sometimes he his 
the impudence to write a book about his 
experiences, and incidentally to criticise 
prison administration, while a_ silly, 
novelty-hungry society, which has lost 
its sense of proportion, — fovlishly 
applauds. The humane, or those who 
seem to claim a monopoly of the 
humane feelings, have done their hest_ to 
abolish the birch rod and the “cat.” By- - 
and-bye, when they have abolished all 


punishment, je shall perhaps revert to old- 
fashioned ways, if we be not all murdered 
in our beds meanwhile. It is very pretty 
to say, as “ W.D.” does, that “ the seed of 
human nature is good.” If we were agreed 
as to what is meant by that, we sho ild pro- 
bably concur ; but there used to be a well- 
understood phrase having reference to a 
certain outcrop of human nature known as 
the “old Adam,” and this thing needs re- 
pressing still. Experience has not shown 
that the new-fangled, pseudo-scientific diag - 
uosis of crime has helped to repress it. It 
is rather hard that we, as well as His 
Excellency the Governor, should be under- 
stood to lack the milk of hun an kindness 
simply because we do not permit our natural 
sentiments to blind us to the heinvusness of 
certain kinds of behaviour ; but it is useless 
to complain. Humane people are prone to. 
judge severely, if seems. Since, however, 
“W.D.” has called our attention to the - 
simile of the gardener and the tree, as 
“particularly true in its” bearing upon the 
present case,” we do not feel any the less 
justified in the painful view we felt, it our 


a duty to take. 


January 14, 1905.] 


He reminds us that ‘the 
development of the plant or tree depends 
upon what the master gardeners, and their 
assistants, make of it.” We have heard 
that when branches row crookedly, the 
master gardeners, or their assistants, resort 


to pruning. They lop them off. That, as 
““W. D.”’ bas innocently indicated, is parti- 
culnrly true in its bearing upon the question 


of capital punishment. 


THE WAR. 


(Daily Press, 11th January.) 
How far General StorsseL was justified 
in prolonging the defence of Port Arthur 


after the Russian defeat at Linovang, capped 
by General KuropatKin’s failure to recover 
his lost ground at the Sha Ho, may well 


remaiti a moot question for future historians 
to decide. What concerns us now is what 


is likely to be the immediate effect of his | 


eventual surrender. The Japanese are, as 
their conduct throughout the war has shown, 
a chivalrous people, and have never shown 
any disposition to judge at too low a rate 
the prowess of their enemy. Although 
- they were ready to acknowledge the bravery 
of the defence, they have not in the terms 
finally granted shown any disposition to rate 
at any extraordicary value the personal 
valour of their opponents, and General 
SroessEt has haa to share the fortunes of 
his fellow officers. There are, however, & 
set of noisy talkers ever anxious to settle 
the affairs of the entire world, who have 
_ qnade themselves conspicuous in the present 
jngtance by their fussy attemp's to step in 
between the belligerents with their parrot- 
like ery of © Stop the war!” and have been 
urging on the principal Powers of the world 
to separate by bringing to bear on both 
combatants what they are pleased to call 


peaceful. pressure. Hitherto: neither side 
has been willing to listen to these unwelcome 
suggestions, but with a perseverance worthy 
of a better cause these would-be busy-bodies 
have been announcing that with the fall of 
the fortress it was their intention to renew 
their possibly well-meant, but certainly ill- 
_timed suggestions. War, it is acknowledged 
on all sides, is an evil to be avoided if 
possible at almost any sacrifice ; but is this 
everlasting preaching the best way to bring 
it about? We trow not. Rather we would 
aay it is the very best way to inflame those 
passions which have rendered the war in- 
evitable; and the after effects of a patched 


up peace, instead of bridging about harmony, 
are far more likely to result in an intensi- 


fication of the original differences. Russia 
on the one hand is by no means assured 
that she is beaten. Some of the sagest 
councillors on the Russian side opeiily 
udvised at the beginning the immediate 
abandonment of Port Arthur, and her 
concentration of her forces at Harbin and 
Viadivostock. This is actually the position 
at the moment. Except for the weakening 
by the last year’s campaign of the fleet then 
_in Eastern. waters, neither Viadivostock nor 
Harbin has felt he pressure of the war. 


A large Russian fleet, larger in fact than 
the fleet with. which she commenced the 
war, is now closely approaching Eastern 
. waters, and of the success of this fleet 
Russia feels, or affects to feel, assured. 
Japan has to meet it a fleet certainly much 
damaged during the war ; she acknowledges 
the loss before Port Arthur of two of her 
most powerful battleships, and it cannot 
be that the remainder, from the hard 
work they have encountered during the 

t summer, are as well equipped as when 
they started the war. On the other hand, 
the Japanese nie confident in the superiority 
of their officers an] crews, who have un- 
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doubtedly proved themselves hitherto more 
able and enterprising than their opponents, 
and have learnt much from tha experience 
of the past. With the further advance of 
the Russian fleet the Japanese will be able 
to hamper their coal supply, and if they 
succeed in doing this effectively, the other 
ships will apparently be at their mercy. A 
position like this, where each side feels con- 
fident of victory, is not conducive to friendly 
councils. 

On the other hand, there is no doubt that 
the present condition of Russia, wherein her 
rulers have to face an imminent revolution, 
might be supposed to have some effect on 


the party in power and incline it to peaceful 
measures ; but it has yet to be proved that 
that party has at all waked up to the gravity 
of the position, and even so, there are signs 


that it affects to see in a continuance of the 


war the best hope for the policy to which it 
has committed itsclf, of crushing out the 
revolutionary spirit. Such things are not 
contrary to experience, even in Russia. The 
latter end of the reign of CATHERINE was 
marked by a very similar spirit, and was 
met by encroachments abroad, when a policy 
of concession to the discontent at home 
would have seemel a wiser recourse than 
expending the force of the empire in distant 
expeditions. CATHERINE, however, succeed- 
ed in enlisting the sympathies of her sub- 
jects, and the danger passed off. CaTHE- 
RINE’s arms were, however, successful, while 
up to this the arms of Russia in the present 
contest bave been from first to last unsuc- 
cessful. The tide, however, may of course 
turn, and in such an event the people at 
large may rally round the throne. Should 
Russia retire on the other hand, and ac- 
knowledge herself defeated, there is no 
doubt that the present discontent would be 
seriously aggravated. Russia therefore 
has, in the eyes of her present leaders at 
least, every inducement to persevere. This 
is probably the reason of the apparently 
aimless insults she has recently been offer- 
ing to England. It is true that she has 
had momentarily to submit to an outside 
adjudication of the North Sea outrage, but 
there are already signs that she iutends to 


‘repudiate her own bargain should the issue 


prove unfavourable ; she his already gained 
time, and has made use of it to get her fleet 
into the Indian Ocean, and this was pro- 
bably her sole feason for having so far 
yielded to dictation. She has, however, 10 
intention of abandoning her policy of 
bluff: even the last mail trings news 
of her persistence in pretending to 
attack Afghanistan. It wight have been 
supposed that between a war in Manchuria, 
needing all her resources, and a threat~ned 
revolution at home, the hands of Russia 
were fully occupied, without laying herselt 
open to a further quarrel iu Turkestan, 
already not too well content with Russian 
rule. Desperate diseases call, however, for 
desperate remedies, and she gladly faces 
the situation, secureapparently in the belief 
that England, at least, will never fight. 
Whether England will at the last moment, 
to save her honour, adopt warlike measures 
ig at best a doubtful point. Russia was 
equally confident that Japan would never 
dare to face her, and rushed blindly into a 
serious conflict which -hae already taxed 
her powers to the uttermost. All the-e 
things go to prove that Russia is prepared 
to carry out her game to the bitter end. 
With such a resolve, and the issue bain in 
the eyes of her present rulers one of oblitera- 
tion or victory, it is vain to expect that she 
will lend any ear to proposals of peace 
except on the assurance ol the entire and 
unqualified submission of Japan. For the 
very same reason Japan is in no mood to 


23 
withdraw from her present attitude; sub-. 
mission would, in effect, be with Japan 
extinction, and hojvever much she may 
desire to ingratiate! herself with her good, 
friends on the Continent, she feels that she 
would not be justified in yielding at the 
cost of all that makes a nation great and 
respected to their blandishments. 

he fall of Port Arthur will, however, 
open up a little more of Manchuria to 
foreign trade, and with this slight amelio- 


ration we must make up our minds to feel 
happy, at least for the present. 
pice scene aces 


PROVING CHINA SOLVENT. 


a ae 
(Daily Press 12th Jauua: 

The publications of the statistics department 
of the Chinese Imperial Customs are usually 
as lucid as they are interesting, and in his 
Inquiry into the Commerdial Liabilities 
and Assets of China in International 
Trade,” which publication we have just 
received, Mr. H. B. Morss, the statistical 
secretary, hax succeeded in maintaining the 
standard of these familiar: “‘ yellow backs.” 
Beginning with what is called the ‘“‘ adverse 

_ re 
balance” of trade, derived by comparing 
import raturns with exports, some simple 
calculations based on a tea years’. 
given show that China’s exports have 
increased Hk. Ts. 91,515,080, or more than 
one-third of the present value. Imports 


have increased Hk, Tls. 170,884,227, or 


considerably more than fifty per cent. The 
fact that imports are now a third greater 
in value than the exports is considered 
to be an anomaly, and the inquiry 18 
directed to explaining it, When imports 
overbalance exports, the layman is minded 
to assume that either the means or the 
credit of the uation are or is good; but 
statistical secretaries are made uneasy by 
anything that appears anomalous. In 


China’s case there appears to. be no doubt 
as to her means. e are told that the 
Government “has not allowed any hesita- 
tion in demonstrating its ability to make 
the periodic payments when due.” There 
is too much weight sometimes attached to 
mere figures, which, according to the way 
hey are presented, may show results either 
good or ill, as we have seen in the rivale 
statislics published in connection with the 
tariff agitation at Home. In this inquiry | 
the position is’ further weakened by the 
necessarily incomplete returns dealing with 
the movements of treasure. It is pointed 
out that foreign enclaves, whether ceded or 
leased, must be taken into account by such 
an examination into the condition of com- 
mercial China, owing to the interdependence 
of trade and the banks, “The proceeds of 
gale of a consignment of cotton yarn for 
consumption in China may be applied to _ 
cash a bill drawn for a foreign navy, | 
whether the expenditure of the latter. is to 
be made at Kiaochow or at Chefoo,” and a 
Canton-trade transaction involves @ corres- 
ponding banking transaction at Hongkong. 
‘As there are no available statistics of the 
iwovement of treasure in and out of Hong- 
kong, to cover the financing of South 
Chinn’s share of international exchange, it 


_is evident that no such inquiry can be pro- 


ductive of results as complete as are to be 
desired. Doubt may also be cast apon the 
trustworthiness of some of the statistics 
acquired, as there is no authority, under 
extra-territorial conditions, to compel ac- 
curate returns, All these points are fully. 
admitted, and the preseut report is present- 
ed as ‘“‘the nearest to the truth that can be 
attained.” The uett result of it is that 
China, with an estimated liability of Hk. 
Tis, 423,734,998, and estimated assets 
Hk. Tis. 424,751,694, is, commercially 


i 
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epeaking, paying her way. One. of the 
tenis set under liabilities is that of 
nett profits of foreigners remitted to home 
countries, estimated at sixteen millions of 
Haikwan taels. If this be considered ex- 
cessive, we are asked to remember that po 
amount has been included to represent the 
nett profits earned in. China for banks 
having their head offices elsewhere. Coming 
to assets, exports and imports vid the land 
frontiers are not recorded, but it is estimated 
that the exports preponderate in value by 
four million taels. The most interesting 
item is the amount set down as remitted or 
brought to China by Chinese emigrants, viz, 
seventy-three millions. This estimate is 
believed to represent the minimum. Twenty- 
seven millions are set down to expenditure 
on railway and mining development, and it 
is pointed out that with regard to railway 
development, China’s liability is all in the 
future—even interest being now paid out 
of capital—and that the money eo spent 
- must be regarded as a commercial asset of 
the Empire. Foreign travellers are supposed 
to spend six millions in China, but that, of 
course, must be mere guesswork. Reverting 
to the item already mentioned, that of 
foreigners’ profits sent Home, we quote in 
extenso the following interesting details :— 

Among the elements disturbing any cal- 
culation are the following: All Foreigners 
are not thrifty as are the Chinese; many 
invest their savings in China; much that 
would otherwise be saving is sent for the 
support of children and dependent relatives; 
it happens sometimes that widows and their 
families remain in China; while some men 
regularly invest at home, others as regular- 
ly invest in China; ete. On the other 
hand, it is generally true that Foreigners 
return home, and, sooner or later, take 
their savings with them. In the abseDce 
of precise information we must, however, 
assume a basis of calculation, and that least 
open to hostile criticism will be the 
following :—(a.) Most Foreigners invest 
their monetary savings, while in China, iu 
real estate here, or in local enterprises— 
shares or debentures. (b.) Against the 
savings uf those who do not do so, but 
regularly remit capital home, may be put 
“as offset the holdings of Chinese in Treaty 
port real estate and in the shares of local 
companies. (c.) Though local investments 
may be held out here temporarily, sooner 
or later they are reinitted either as annual 
income or as realised capital of those who 
have left China. (d.) On th se grounds 
the suin total oef:—(i.) Net rentals from 


real estate in the various ports, and (ii.) 
Dividends of all local companies (including 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank) may le 
taken as fairly representing the remitted 
savings of Foreigners in China, Here, as 
under other headings, we must take Hong- 
kong as essentially a part of commér-ial 
China, Ou this basis we fiud :—Shangha: 
nett rentals, Hk. Ts. 4,500,000; Hongkong, 
’ Hk. Tis. 2,500,000 ; Other ports, BE Ts. 
2,000.000 ; Dividends of joint stock com- 
panies and interest on deben:ures (~hang- 
hai Stock Exchange), Hk. Tis. 7,000,000 ; 
Total, Hk. Tls. 16,000,000. 

In these details is not included the profit 
earned in, China by banks other than the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bauking Corpora- 
tion; nor is allowance made for losses on 
investments in, eg., cotton mills. 


—_—_— 


We vouch for the untruth of this story. 
“ How fashion. you makee catch se plenty fire- 
extinguishers ? ” asked a local Chinaman in his 
iand’s godownD. 
i gow makee catch twen’-fi’ per cent. off 
dmaskee! All piecee have got 
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.“ Hai-yah! B’long awli. 8o | 


OPIUM. 
—— oo 
(Daily Presa, 18th December.) 


We assume that the allusion in the extract 
that follows, taken from an article in our 
Shanghai contemporary, entitled “An 
Evening Stroll through a Canton Street,” 
is to the Daily Press, —‘“‘I strolled into 
two opium dens. A leader in a representa- 
tive paper, a few weeks since, indicated that 
there is a great divergence of opinion on 


what. is called the ‘opium question.’ It 
seems to me, however, that the revelations 
of these low, damp, dirty, dark deus would 
convince most people that only evil can 
come to those who frequent them. Some 
smokers are yellow and emaciated. Many 
appear to be in govd health. One old 
fellow, nearly seventy years of age, con- 
fessed that he had smoked for forty years, 
and admitted that he spent $3 per mensem. 
Yet he looked hale and vigorous, At the 
beginning of the’ conversation, many con- 
tended that the pipe stimulates the energies. 
A little quiet talk, however, will. elicit the 
confession that the whole thing is bad, and 
that, in the end, physical deterioration 
generally fellows addiction thereto.” This 
is interesting, but if it be intende as a sort 
of rejoinder to our recent observations on 
the methods of the International Reform 
Bureau, is not appropriate. We bad nothing 
to say on that oceasion in defence of the 
use of opium, as, academically, we might 
have had; nor did we attempt to deny that 
“only evil can come to those who frequent” 
low opium dens. We never had any doubt 
that in China opium was responsible for a 


great deal of misery, just as “Drink” is 
elsewhere. We would even admit, if pres- 


sed for an opinion, that. tobacco smoking has 
also wrought much mischief. That, how- 
ever, would bea different thing to admitting 
that legislative bodies ‘should everywhere 
be guided by self-styled ““ reform bureaus,” 
and abolish all that euch people have dis- 
covered to be capable of abuse. We did 
not consider that this particular lot of re- 
formers sbowed either good taste or 
sensible policy in requesting the British 
Premier to usk his Government to cancel 
the “ dishonourable treaty,’ and with that 
phrase in mind, our comments were directed 
to show that the dishonourable character of 
that treaty with China had not been de- 
mons'rated. 
to advance arguinents to the effect that 
sedatives wud stimulants are --desirable 
“evils.” The “ reformaniacs ’ would not 
be convinced ; and the almost spontaneous 
discovery and use of such things, “by all 
peoples, and in all times, howev.r much it 
might be emphasised, docs not appear to 
_ have occurred to any of them as evidence of 
, their necessity and inevitability. The cor- 
; respondent of our contemporary can scarcely 
; be considered a satisfactory advocate by 
| the reformers, after his honest but indiscreet 
admission that a septuagenarian, who had 
smoked opium for forty years, “ looked hale 


and vigorous.” Iinagine Sir Wutreip 
Lawson admitting that a man of seventy, 


after Drinking for forty years, could possibly 
be hale and vigorous... No, in setting about 
reforming, at the wrong end of the stick, 
the obvious procedure, und the procedure 
usually folluwed, is to emphasise the telling 
points, and to ignore all evidence that may 
happet to be untavourable. This admission 
from Canton is the first direct evidence 
brought to our notice that opium smokiig 
could be habitually indulged in without 
harmful results, and wleréas before we 
had no doubt that it was a had habit we 
now eutertain some doubt, We attach no. 


value whatever to those “ little quiet talks,” 
in which the opium smoker confesses that 


It is not necessary nowadays . 


“the whole thing is bad, and that, in the 
end, physical deterioration generally follows 
addiction thereto.” The Oriental has 
absorbed the sense of Sr. Paut’s advice to 
be all things to all men. His notion of 
politeness is to please the foreign interroga- 
tor by saying what he thinks he is ex 

to say, and heartily agreeing with what he 
conceives to be the foreigner’s opinions. - It 
has- been noticed how frequently, when a 
foreigner experimentally drops a hint that 


he isa Buddhist, ora Fire Worshipper, or 
something of the kind, the Chinese or 
Japanese Christian ” drops his hypocritical 
professions of grace. A Japanese referring 
to some of his national converts spoke of 
-them as “ untamed rhinoceroses, simulating 
tamed, as the easiest way of getting things 
good for their rhinoceros-flesh.” Chinese 
who, in opium dens, tell foreigners that 
opium is a bad thing are probably about as 


sincere as the man who, at the hotel bar, 
proposes “ Down with the Drink.” 


HONGKONG JOFTINGS. 
Se igre te 
January, 9th. 

Wien I wrote last week of the heroic rescue 
in the harbour by Dr. Forster, the Assistant 
Medical Officer of the Port, and suggested that 
the reward of the Royal Humane Society's 

| Medal was richly deserved, I overlooked the 
necessity there was for the holding of a 
coroner's inquest in consequence of the death 
of one of the occupants of the boat. At the 
inquest the circumstances of the reseue of the 
two Chinese ey were placed on record in 
the evidence; the jury very properly took 
notice of the a ct of gallan in a rider 
to their verdict, and the Coroner promised that 
the attention of the Governmsnt should ba 
called to it. 


I notice in the Times that Sir Frank 
Swettenham, the late Governor of Singapore, 
is still asking for informatidn as to how the 
Crown Colonies are to be treated if the 
electorate at Home decide to abandon. the 
existing fiscal practice. He points out that 
there are ‘British Crown Colonies which are 
absolutely free from all trade restrictions, and 

‘that they produce practically nothing. He 
- instances Hongkong which, in value of trade, 
‘is the fifth largest port in the world, and 
Singapore, the seventh or eighth. “ Wilt these 
and other Crown Colonies,” he asks, “be 
compelled to have & tariff, and charge 
* all their imports, thus raising the price of liv- 
ing and ‘working for every class and-trade and- 
nationality in the colony, with noth:ng to set 
against it except an increase of revenue which 
| will not enable the Administration to reduce 
| taxation in other directions, unless it be to 
| lower the price of opium and spirits for the 
benefit of opium smokers and spirit drinkers ?”” 
The Singapore Chamber of Commerce, Sir 
Frank Swettenham adds, is so impr: ssed with 
the necessity for maintaining the absolute free- 
dem of its port that it is now petitioning the 
Government to abandon a great harbour im- 
provement scheme, lest, at some remote and 
unforeseen date, any form of harbour dues 
should be imposed on shipping. Mr. Cham- 
perlain, I suppose, is the only man who can be 
looked to, at present, for an answer to Sir Frank 
Swettenham’s questions, but no answer is yet 
forthcoming from auy quarter. 
to be @ conferenca on thé fiscal question, it 
is certainly*~very desirable that the Crown 
Colonies should be represented. It is a matter 
in, which the Chamber of Commerce or the local 
branch of the China Association inight do some- 
thing in the way of seeking information and 
let‘ing it be known that Hongkong has a local 
interest in the question which is pot so insigoi- 
ficant as the average elector at home may be 
disposed to think. 


Some of the Police Court reporters have of 


——— 


late been ec Here for a desk. ‘The authorities . 


have actu 
now, in 8 
desk with sitting 
understand the desk 


attempted to oblige them, and 
im corner of the court is; placed a 


ig built on the model of a 


. > 
4, 


accommodation for two. I - 


~ 


If there is .. 


vit 
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rocking-horse. With « writer at each end, it 
keeps Up & continual rocking motion. The 
_ reformer is 80 proud of the result of his petition 

that he cannot bear to have the thing sneered 
at, so in order to disarm the oritica. he sits on 
one end of his hobby horse, to stop its prancings. 


; ee 

Your comments on the course of the projected 
western hill tramway are. tir, I am sure, 
penned from a desire that the natural beauties 
of the Public Gardens should not be impaired | 


From an esthetic point of view, 1 am afraid 
the Gardens will suffer to some extent, but I 
wee no reason why avy of the pines should be 
sacrificed. They can all be moved, and it ought 
to be possible for the work to beso managed a8 
to leave no permanent scar or disfigurement. 
This is the business of the Director of Public 
Works and the head of Gardens departments. 
Probably the latter is wholly indifferent to the 
matter, The man who could deliberately deface 
the natural beduties of the island, created by 
the industry and foresight of his predecessor, 
could doubtless with equanimity see the Botanic 
Gardens turned into building lots, except per- 
haps for the consideration that it would be 
attended with the loss of his occupation, since 
the deforesting operations must necessarily and 


automatically cease with the ruin of the 
plantations. ue 


” But, I forgot, 
woods in Little 


there would still be the primeval 
Hongkong Valley. How he 
would revel in putting the axe to the roots of 
these venerable and beautiful trees! What a 
quantity of good firewood they would furnish ! 
What a clearance would be effected ; it mizht 
even, in the next century perhaps, be possible to 
lay out the ground in suburban lots, when the | 
Lele of the northern face of the island had 


been covered with houses. In any case there 


would be the wood, and having created a desert 
it would be feasible to plantit. Has it not been | 
laid down beyond hope of contradiction that, in 


order to plant, it is necessary to fell ? 


Following upon the ramo 
Steamship Company is 
acquisition of a steamer 0 
than their present ships com 
Hailoong has been sold. 
something “ in the wind,” 
becoming curious to know exac 
Though the Company since it has 
against the competition of the 5 
nese boats has not paid han 
the general managers and the consulting com-. 
mittee may be trusted to bear that fact in mind, 
and their course of action, whatever it may be, 
is likely to be governed by no other considera- 
ation ¢han that of improving the fortunes of 


the Company. BANYAN.’ 


————— ET 


HONGKONG SANITARY 
BOARD. 


Zee 

A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
in the Board Room ‘on the [0th instant. Dr. 
J. M. Atkinson presided, and there were also 
present the Hon. Mr. A. W. Brewin, Col. W. E. 
‘Webb, B.A.M.C., Mr. Fong Wa (hon, Mr. 
E. A. Hewett, Mr. A. Rumjahn, Dr. F. Clark, 
Dr. H. Macfarlane, Dr. B. T. Barnett and Mr. 
T, A. Henmer (Secretary). : 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
confirmed. oe 

“aN INCONGKUOUS PROVISION.” 

In November last the Board drew the at(en- 
tion of Government to the language of the 
proviso to Sub-section 3 of Section 188 of the 
Public Health and Buildings Ordinance, 1503. 
as in the opinjon of the Board it must have | 
been the intention of the Government to permit 
houses coming within that proviso to be 
re-erected t8 a height not exceeding twice the 
width of the street. The proviso was worded 
—if a house of a height of forty-one 
originally were fronting on & twenty-foot 
street it could only be re-erected to a height of 
one and & half times the width of the street, i.e. 
to a height of thirty feet, whereas if such house 
had originally been of @ height cf 39 feet 
6 inches it could have been re-erected under the 
terms of the proviso to 4 height of 39 feet 
9 inches, sud it seemed difficult to suppose that 
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have intended to enact 
vision. It seemed only . 
reasonable to suppose that the Legislature 
intended to lay down in the proviso the general 
principle that houses falling under the proviso 
should be allowed to be re-erected to a height 
not exceeding twice the width of the street. It 


was suggested by the Board that it might be 


expedient that the provisions of any amending 
Ordinance to be passed to remedy the above 
should be made retrospective so as- to date from 
the coming into force of ('rdinance 1 of 1903. 
The reply was thus :— ; 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
23rd December, 1904. 

S1x,—With reference to your letter No. 375 
of the 7th ultimo, I am directed to inform you 
that the interpretation placed by Government on 
the proviso to sub section 3 of section 188 of the 
Public Health and BuHdings Ordinance, 1903 
is as follows :— 

1. A house fronting such a streetas described 
may in any casa be re-erected to a height equal 
to one and a half times the width of the street ; 

9). Should the existing house ‘exceed in height 
one and a half times the width of the street bat 
not exceed in height double the width of the 
street it may be re-erected to the same height as 
at present ; 

3. Should the existing house exceed in height 
double the width of the street, it may be re-erect- 
ed only to a height equal to double the width of. 
the streot. 

($4) F. H. May (Colonial Secretary). 
PROPOSED CEMETERIES FOR- KOWLOON, 

Dr. F. Clark in a minute wrote—In view of 
the growing pressure on the available space in 
the Protestant Cemetery at the. Happy Valley, 
I have the honour to recommend, for the 


consideration of the Board, that a site should 
be reserved and lid out as a Pro! estant 
Cemetery at Kow!con. 

The Hon. Mr. Brewin minuted—-I under- 
stand the Roman Catholics wish to apply for a 
Cemetery as well. ‘A site which can be divided 


among all religions should be selected. 
Mr. H: E. Pollock minuted—What site is 


suggested ? 
Mr. E. A. Hewett minuted—Agree. A 
most suitable site came to my notice. Foothills 
should be set aside for @ cemetery to be 
divided, as the Happy Valley is, between all 
denominations requiring regular burial ground 
The PRESIDENT—I move that a Sub-Com- 
mittee be appointed to select a suitable site. 
This was agreed to, the following being the 
Sub-Committee:—Dr. J. M. Atkinson (the 
President), the Hon. Mr. P. N. H. Jones (the 
Vice-President), and Mr. A. Rumjahn. 


CLEANSING THE COLONY. 


ort — The follow- k 


during the f 
1904 :— Houses, 
202 (cleaned by the 
of rubbish removed b 
“ 4 VERY REASONABLE BE 
Messrs. Palmer and Turner, 
plied (under section 180a) for 5 
the requirements of the Ordinance 
ou of open space in the 
in First Street, standing 
Inland Lot 677, which are 
At the back of these 
is an open lane ten feet 
a scavenging lane 
' hey asked that the 
d width, six feet, 
(viz, two feet 
atel as part of 


difference 

and the ac: ¥ 

for each corner), may 

the «pen space required, al 

space will not be enclose 

walls but remain as part of the ten foot lane. 
Clark minuted—I recommend 

i dition that the 
gute 
and th 


Brewin minuted—The yard 
walls will be removed or replaced by railings ? 
Mr. A. Rumjsbn minuted—A very reasonable 


request. 
On the motion of the PRESIDENT the applica- 
tion was granted on the condition that the 


yard walls*be cnly eight feet high. ; 


that exemption from the 
ng lane be granted, ‘as 
feet in width had been 


property 


houses 


A BUILDING MISTAKE. . 
Mr. BE. M. Hazeland also a: plied that the 
Board allow that portion of the lane which his 
client had provided at tha rear of Nos, 7 and 
8, A Chung’s Lane, a* a scavenging lane, to count 


towards open space as required by section 180. 
‘he houses had recently been rebuilt and 
completed, and by a mistake the building was 
not set out according to the plan and the area. 
of the open space at the rear,was ,thus reduced, 
making the area less .than one-third of the 
roofed over area of the buildings. They were 
two-storey bui'dings, well ventilated and lighted 
and No. 8 was a corner house. 

Dr. F. Clark . minuted—I ‘have inspected 
these-houses and am prepared to recommend 
that they be accepted on the condition that the 
scavenging land be given up to Government 
after it has bean opened into Ng Kwai Fong to 
enable the scavenging coolies to have access to 


it. : 

The Hon. P. N. H. Jones minuted — Approve 
M.O.H.'s recommendation. . 

Mr. E.-A. Hewett minuted—I think the 
Board should have further details. If we pass 
this how are ave to know that “ mistakes ”" may 
not be made on purpose so as to.evade the terms 
of the Act? Is there not any responsible person 
whose duty it is to see buildings are constructed 
‘according to the approved plan? Ifso, how is it 
the houses were completed before the mistake 


-was discovered ? 

The PRESIDENT reid out the Hon. - Mr. 
P..N. H. Jones's reply, the latter being 
absent—No. There is no such person. 
would be absurd to expect the officers 
of the Building Authorities to measure 
up and practi act as overseers during 
construction for 
liabilities for 


lans) in addition 


gerne 
gain for the Government an: 


Mr. 
discovered P 

The PREstbENT—When the building was 
complete. . 

Mr. E. A. Hewert—It seems*to me that 
this is eneouraging intentional mistakes. 
I think the architect should suffer—the applica- 
tion should be refused. Though I have a very 
high opinion of most Hongkong land owners I 
tink a few of them are capable of taking 
advantage of us in this way. ; 

‘The PrResipENT—If that 
the Government would lose. 
the scavenging Jane. | r 

Mr E. A. Hewerr—It is only by an acri- 
dent the Government is going to gain like this? 
I think a severe penalty should be inflicted— 
even make them rebuild the hous» if necessary. 

Dr. F.-CLtanx—lIt is a matter of 90 or 100. 
square feet of lane they are going to give up to . 
the Government without getting anything for it. 

_Mr. BE, A. Hewetr—A good penalty ? . 

The PRESIDENT— Yes. 

Mr. BE. A. Hewert—That is good ; I-believe 
in cases of this sort in having the “pound of 
flesh.” : 
~The application was granted. 

THE PROVISIONS EE WINDOW OPENING. 

Messrs. Leigh and Orange asked (under , 
clause 4 of saction 175 of Public Health and 
Buildings Ordinance No. 1 of 1903) for exempt‘on 
from provisions in respect of ‘a; Window - 
(round floor) opening out into the rear of 
No. 99, Des Vaux Road Central; and No, 47, 
Connaught Road Central. These two houses 


E. Al Hewetr—When was the mistake 
6 


(refuse) were done 
‘We would not get 


adjoin Jubilee Streot, and are therefore corner 

houses with large openings in both streets and 
additional windows in Jubilee Street. 

Dr. F. Clark minuted—These are both 
corner houses. The reason for the application 
is that a staircase is to be put across the window, 
partly obstructing it. I see no objection to the 
application being granted in this case. 

Messrs. H. E. Pollock and A. Rumjabn 
minuted—Grant. 

The application was granted. : 

“OCCUPANTS AKK WELL 10 DO." 

Messrs. Denison, Ram and Gibbs requested 
the Board’s permission to put up wooden parti- 
tions on the first floor of No. 2, Lok Hing Lane. 

Dr. B. T. Barnett minuted—I think these 
partitions might be allowed. They will hardly 
interfere with the lighting and ventilation as 
this is a corner house. The houses in the side 
lane on the opposite ride are as high as this 


floor only. The occupants are well to do. 
Mr. A. Rumjahn minuted—Grant. 


The application was granted. 
PUBLIC URINALS. 

It was reported-that two public urinals in 
front of Marine Lots 54 and 224 respectively 
have been completed. 

PLAGUE DURING 1904. 

A diagram showing the relation between rat 
and human plague during fifty weeks of 1904 
was laid on the table. The curves showed 
approximate aquality. | 

THE POWERS OF THE SANITARY LOARD. | 

Yee Shun Yuen, having received a notice ; 
from the Board, applied for permission to retain 
the glass screen enclosing one side of the 
verandah of the second floor of No. 179. Des 
Voeux Road Central. ‘ The floor,” he said, ‘is 
tused as an office and the glass scrien is i 
protection against the inclemency of the 

weather.” 

In respect of this Dr. Francis Clark wrote 
to the Crown Solicitor—Would you mind 
telling me how you would interpret section 139 
of Ordinance 1 of 1903? Can the Sanitary 


partitions in verandahs over Crown land, or 
allow such to be enclosed and used as bath 
rooms, etc., or does the permission allowed by 
this section relate solely to the letting down of 
blinds in such verandahs and balconies between 
sunset and sunrise? The latter is the pre- 
ferable reading, as it is more in accordance 
with previous legislation on the subject. The 
‘exception as regards blinds was interpolated at 
the instance of His Excellency Sir Henry 


‘Blake, but it was never intended that the word- 
ing should carry power to allow all the other 
structures mentioned in the earlier part of the 
section. 

The Crown Solicitor replied—I think the 
permission relates solely to the letting down of 
blinds at night time. . 

he PrrsipDENT—This has not been circulat- 
_. ed. It is important on account of the ruling of 
the Crown Solicitor. Re-circulate. 
SANITARY INSPECTORS DUTIES. 

‘ Applications re the sa’e and preparation 
of food were treated. With respect {o an 
application to register No. 1. Stone Nullah 
Lane, as a bake-house, Inspector J. A. Lyon | 
reported that the premises were not suitable 
for such a purpose. 

Mr. FE. A. Hewett minuted—The Satitary | 
Board should be informed of the manner for 
., showing the premises are unsuitable if they are 
asked to refuse any application. 

' Mr. A. Rumjabn minuted—I- agree with 
Mr. Hewett. Sanitary Inspectors’ duties are 
to report on the condition of the premises as | 
per form attached. Has Dr. Barnett visited | 
the premises ? 

Mr. H. E. Pollock minuted— I agree with 
Mr. Hewett. 

The PresipEntT—Dr. 
premises. 

Mr. E. A. Hewert—I thought it was ; 
merely stated that the premises were unsuitable ? 


Mr. A. RumsAHN—What is the objection ? 


Board grant permission for the erection of 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Ls 


Clark has visited the 


Dr. F. CLanx—The premises are dark and: © 


e district. 

RoumsaunN—Othor houses in that 
street have licences. 
_. Dr. F. Cranx—Yes, that is one reason why | | 

there should not be any more. 

Mr. E. A. Hewerr—After Dr. Clark's | 
explanation I beg to move that the application 
be refused. 


inap 
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Mr. A. RumMJaHN seconde 
was carried. : 

Z THE QUARRY BAY FifH SUF PLY. 

Respecting an applicatigh for a licence to | 
sell fish in respect of No. 144, Quarry Bay, 
the PresipEnT sraid—Four premises ara 
licensed to sell fish at Quarry Bay. This is 
enough. 

The application was refused. 

A CONTAMINATED WELL, 
From the-analysis of a simple of water from 


a well situated at On Wai Lane East (depth, 
sixteen feet) Mr. A. C. Franklin, Government 
Analyst, wrote that he was of opinion that the 
water is so contaminated with impurities as to 
be unfit for drinking purposes and likely to 
prove injurious to health. 

The Hon. Mr. P. N. H. Jones minuted- Close 
under supervision and see that filling in is pro- 
perly consolidated. 

The PresipeNt—I move that we order the 
well to be closed. for the analysis shows the 
water to be not much better than sewage. 

This motion was seconded and carried, 

ADULTERATED MILK. 

It was report-d that Mr. A. C. Franklin was 

recently sent a sample of milk for analysis. and 


found same to be adulterated. The culprit was 
prosecuted. 


and the motion 


THE WATER SUPPLY. 
Rgcent analyses of samples from the public 


wafer supplies showed the water, in each 
instance, to be of excellent quality. ; 
MORTALITY STATISTICS. 

The following figures for the whole Colony 
are given in the mortality statistics for the 
week ended the 24th December last (death rate 
per thousand per annum) :—British and foreign 
civil population, 10.3 (week ended the 17th 
December last, 30.8; week ended 26th Dec. 1903. 
36.1) ; Chinese land population, 13.1 (17th Dec., 
15.6; 26th Dec mber. 1903. 13.0); Chinese 
boat population, 19.5 (17th December, 18.5; 
26th December, 1903, 12.1); Chinese land and 
boat together, 14.1. 

LIMEWASHING RETURN, 

The Limewashing Return for the fortnight 
ended the 3rd inst. showed tha! 2.190 houses 
were limewashed in the Western District. 

RAT RETURN. 

The Rat Return for the week ended the 7th 
inst. showed that 397 rats (including - nine 
plague-infected rats) were caught in Victoria, 
and 162 (including six infected) at Kowloon. 


SUPREME, COURT. 


Saturday, Tth J anuary. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 
Berors His Honour Mr. T. SercomBe 
SMI1H (PUISNE JUDGE), 


HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT CO. v. 
MI AND OTHERS. 

This was a claim for $700, being oae month’s 
inferest on a Jou of $120,000 in mortgage. Mr. 

Steavenson (of Messrs. Deacon, Looker and 
Deacon) appeared for the plaintiff company, 
and Mr. Tso for the defer dants. 

Mr. Tso consented to judgment, which was 
given accordingly ; but he asked His Honour 
to give judgment for the said defendants against 
a third parfy—Tun Chi Po, Pun Pui Sheung, 
Li Tse Shek ard U 1 San (of Canton), and Ng 
Cheung (of No. 10, Connaught Road, Hong- 
kong). bese men were absent, though Mr. 
Tso proved service of notice on them. His 
Honour now entered judgment sad costs 
agains this third party. 


NG CHIT 


Thursday, 12th January. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


BrrorE Sir H. S. BERKELEY (CHIEF 
JUSTICE). 


LOO .-WING KEE vt. THE YU HING LUNG FIEM. 

In this action .the plaintiff (Loo Wing Kea, 
of Nos. 2 and 4. Kat On Street, Hongkong, cast 
iron founder) sought to recover $4,721.42 owing 
to him by the defendant firm (the Yu Hing 
Lung,- of Nos. 85 and 87, Station Street, 
Mongkok, Yaumati, boiler and,machinery 
makers). 


(January 14, 1905. 
Mr. N. Ferrers, instructed by Mr. RK. A. 
Harding. appeared for the plaintiff. The defend- 


; ant wes not represented, and waz absent from 


Court. 

Mr. N. Ferrers said the action was a very 
ordinary one—goods sold and delivered. The 
defendant had told the plaintiff that he could 
not pay his debts and was leaving the Colony, 
and advised the plaint#f to take possession of 
his goods. After an affidavit had been made 
a writ was issued, the plaintiff entering 
into possession of the defendant's premises 
where there were machinery, goods and 
chattels A notice that a writ of Foreign 


| Attachment had been issued against the de- 


fendant’s property was twice advertised in the 
Hongkong Government Gazette and twice in the 
Lfougkong Daily Press, and other requirements - 
of the Ordinance had been carried out. 

His Lordship—Did you advertise in one of 
the Chinese papers; both the Hongkong sai 
Presa and China Matl have Chinese editions? - 

Mr. N. Ferrers —No, my Lord, I will proceed 
to prove the'case. 

The plaintiff said:— I know the Yu Hing Lung; 
they were machinists making machines for 
steamers. I have had busine:s with that firm for 
several years. I prepared and supplied machi- 
nery for them. They owe me an account for 
machinery supplied, amounting: to $4,791.42. 
When I used to supply them with goods the 
account was checked every month, and the book 
chopped. Yu Hing Lung’s business be-onged 
te himself, and he was the manager. He told 
m-~ he was going to run away, and he has run 
away—he could-not pay his debts and was leay- 
ing the Colony. I afterwards applied for a 
writ to seize his goods—on the 22nd December. 
I never heard of any other person as being 
partner or proprietor of this business. 

Mr. F. Howell, the head bailiff, said :—On 
the 24th December a writ of Foreign Attach- 
ment was placed in my hands. I. proceeded to 


serve it on one (han Shing, a man on tho” 


defendant's premises, and I took possession 
on the same date of all the goods, chattels and 
machinery, acting under the direction of the 
Registrar-General. Messrs. Gibb, Livingston 
‘& Co. were subsequently served wiih a writ 
of garnishee, served on the 24th December by 
Mr. Leonard. 

Mr. N. Ferrers—We want "judgment, my 
Lord, and an order of execution against the 
property. 

His Lordship~—-I will give Ua judgment 
against the defendant firm for the sum of 


84,791.42 with costs. With respect to the 
remainder of the proceedings you had better 
first advertise in one or both-of the Chinese 


pepers. 
Mr. N. Ferrers—That would not be saath 


my Lord. 

‘His Lordship—Execution is to be given 
against the property of the defendant firm. 
The defendant may be only manager, though 
as far as we ow he is proprietor, and 
bably the goods in the shop are his But puta 
short advertisement in a Chinese paper. You 
have judgment, but now I want you to advertise 
before I grant execution. I shall sit on Mon- 
day. If you put in an advertisement to-morrow 
you can again apply to me then for dxecution. 
Put in a short notice saying you have received 
judgment and that an application will be made 
at ten o'clock on Monday for execution. against 


these premises. 


The Court was adjourned sine die. 


In BANKRUPTCY. 


BerorE Sir H. 8. Beexeiey (Curler 
JUSTICE). 
THE LAI WAH FIRM EX PARTE PUN YAN PO. 
This was an application for adjudication. 
Mr. P. W. Goldriog (of Mr. G. K. H. 
Brutton's office), appearing for the applicant, 


a said that the creditors had no objection. 


His Lordship made out an order, the Official 


Receiver teing appointed trustee. 
YEUNG HING BANK EX PARTE MA PAK CHUEN. 
Mr. Dixon (of Mr. J. Hastings’s office) ap- 
peared for the petitioning creditor. He said 
that Ma Pak Chuen owed his client 33, 000 due 
on two promissory notes. 
A receivi: g order was granted, the Official 
Receiver. being appoin’ 
WONG MAN SHUN (wore TAI wo) al PARTE 
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Pro- | 
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nlanent Ce am a 


; @ 
enanveses nd HALTS 


January 14, 1905.} 


THE DEBTOR. : 

This was an application for a receiving order. 
Mr. Otto Kong Sing, appearing for the debtor, 
said that his client was not able to pay his 
debts. The liabilities amounted to $3u,000 as 
against $15,000 in assets. 

His Lordship made out 


g an order, the Official 
Receiver being appointed. 


ODD VOLUMES SOCIETY. 


LECTURE ON -THE POLITICAL FEDERATION 
OF THE EMPIRE. 

Before = fair number of members of this 
society at Hongkong on Jan. llth Mr. E. D. 
Haskell gave the following lecture on 
imperial federation. Mr. H. E. PorLock 
(chairman), in introducing the speaker, said 


that the subject on which he was going to 
lecture had come to increasing prominence 


during the. last 30 years.” He was sure 
all would listen with very greut interest t: the 


remarks of the lecturer on the subject. 

Mr. Haske. said—The most dominating 
subject in the politics of the Empire, and one 
which will become still more 80, is I think 
undoubtedly that of Imperial Federation,—of 
closer relations between Great Britsin and the 
Colonies, between tha various portions of the 
-Empire—in fact the problem of national unity. 
using the word national in its broadest Imperial 
sense. That is a question, of so vast aod varied 
a character, involving immense issues, in which 
many conflicting opin‘ons and interests must be 
reconciled, that decades must pass befyre its 
complete realisation ; but one thing is certain— 
that the trend of events in the Empire, the 
policy of Britain and the Colonies during the 
past few years, all tend to show a gradual 
drawing together—a mutual desire for union— 
which brings Imporivl Federation mor : into the 
goope of practical politics. and is leading us step 

_ by step towards its realisation. ‘hose who 
have followed the progress of events cannot fail 
to have been impressed by the steady growth 
of Imperialism side by side with the growth 
and development of the Empire, that spirit 
which to-day dominates the whole nation—the 
sentiment which desires the union and cen- 
golidation of the Empire. 

Dwelling in our minds on the great Empire 
of which we, in this distant outpost, form a part 
—on its vast extent, its varied populations of 
‘avery race, creed, and colour, its enormous 
wealth and resources, and on those great self- 
governing Colonies and Dependencies of the 
Empire, each one a powerful State in itself, 
and all owning allegiance to one Sovereign— we 
seo What immense possibilities lie to our hands, 
and how essential it is for the continued ex- 
istence and permanence of the Empire that its 
integrity must be maintained,—to which all 
efforts must be directed. In talking about 
Imperial Federation, we must regard it, in the 
first place, a8 a federation. of the Mother 
Country and the se f-governing Colonies— 
Ganade, Australia, New’ Zealand, and South 

 Africa—leaving aside for the moment the 
question of the Crown Colonies and other 
Dependencies. 


Now, let us regard for a moment the present 
relations between Great Britain and those 
Colonies. I believe it was Lord Rvsebery who 


described those relations as loose and indefinable 
—and why are they so? Becanse there is 
not that—what I may call—a material: stiffen- 
ing, a material cohesion, which alone can ensure 
permanency. The ties of kinsh'p, of loyalty, 
of common sympathies, which bind the Empire 
together are the strongest possible, but if to 
these are added ties of common material in- 
terests, we see how much more secure will be 
the unity of the Empire If, then, you might 
ask, if the tits which hind the Empire together 
are the strongest possible, why all this talk 
about Imperial Federation, why seek to for- 
mulate a scheme for union, when we already 
have union? It is because, to secure the con- 
tinuance and permanency of these conditions, 
by adding to the union of Chae the 
union of material interests, and for the defence 
of those interests. There are some who scoff at 
the possibility of the disintegration of the Em- 
pire. Now, L do not know, and I should not 
like to think, I am -ure, that the disintegration of 
the Empire would be ever likely to happen ; that 
any of those great self-governing States would 
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break away from the parent stem, to go its own 
way. ButIdo think that while we are able, 
while the conditions are so favourable, that we 
should grasp the opportunity, and steadily 
forge those links of the chain of Empire into 
an unbreakable bond. By what means, then, is 


| the Federation of the Empire proposed to be 


accomplished ? j 

Ido not think that any definite scheme of 
federation which can be devised can be put 
into practice at once, but it is rather by gradual, 
successive step: that the desired end is to be 
attained. Any attempt to precipitate 6 Federal 
Union, before the conditions are ripe for such 
an event, would, it is not dificult to conceive, 
be fraught with national disaster. 

In all schames of federation, it must bea funda- 
mentally recognised principle that the self- 
governing Colonies should maintain their 
autonomy. No Colony would tolerate for a 
moment any restriction of its independence in 
the management of its local affairs, and no 


scheme therefore which in any way encroaches 

upon their liberty in this respect would be 

regarded favourably by the Colonies, The 

principle aimed at is the union of the Mother 

Country and the Colonies in a federa‘ion, in 

which each member will have absolute inde- 

pendence in the administration of its local 

affairs, but that all questions of Imperial 

interest, affecting the Empire as 4 whole, would 

be relegated to an Imperial Council—a sort of 

joint administration of Imperial affairs. Now, 

it is just in the formation, the constitution of 

guch a Council, that the crux of the quostion 

lies. No one will deny that the principle of 

admitting the Colonies to the Councils of the , 
Empire, and letting them take a part in all deli- | 
berations of Imperial policy. is a sound one, and | 
what is neaded ig an organised Council, in which 
Colonial and Home Statesmen will be brought 
together and devote their attention to affairs of 
Imperial interest. The ideal which suggests 
ityelf is the creation of an Imperial Council of 
Parliament in London, for the whole Empire, 
in fact as well as in name, containing representa- 
tives from all parts of the Empire in proportion 
to their size and population, to administer all 
affairs of a purely Imperial charac‘er. To such 
a body would be relegated all questions of foreign 
and commercial policy, and other questions of 
common interest, such as Defence, and so on, 
and the control of expenditure for purel 

Imperial purposes. At the same time, zack 
State will possess absclute self government in 
local affairs. Such an arrangement would 
bring together in a common council all thosa best 
fitted to advise and deliberate on Imperial affairs, 
jn which representation of all the inter. sts of 
Empire would be obtained, and the unity of the 
Empire would be secured. But as I have said 
before, and you will readily conceive, it would 
‘hardly be expedient to institute such a system 
all at once. It would necessitate in the first 
piace a complete change in the constitution of 
Great Britain, 4@ complets revolution in its 
political system, whbich would hardly be desirable. 
Such a Council therefore can only be regarded 
at the present day as the ultimate goal or objact 
t» which all efforts should be directed. and in 
the meantime the efforts of Statesmen should be 
to consider the means, the saccessive steps, by 
which this end may be atlained. It is thought 
by some that Colonial representation in the 
present Home Parliament would meet the case, 
put a Jittle consideration would show that 
such a plan is open to grave objec- 
tions. ° Besides unduly — increasing that 
already cumbersome body, and multiplying its 
labours, there would be an nnequal and dispro- 
portionate representation of Home and Colonial 
interests, and Colonial interests would hardly 
be served thereby. ‘J he pericdical conferences 
of Colonial Ststesmen in London has done a 


of the Empire, and is @ great step towards poli- 
tical unity, by bringing forward the desires and 
aspirations of the. Colonies, and by the inter- 
change of ideas fixing the grounds of a common 
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Es 
of this body will be of an advisory character, to 
deliberate on and discuss all affairs of Imperial 
concern, and lay before the Cabinet—the n- 
aible Ministers of the Crown -the result of their 
deliberations, and guide them in shaping their 
policy. 

(The speaker here read extracts from Sir 
Frederick. Pollock’s letter on the subject. ] 

Such a committee should serve a very useful 
purpose, and I think this plan is one which 
should meet with general favour, and should be . 


aubmittad, as is suggested, to the next Colonial 
Conferenc: for discussion. A question which 
plays an important part in the subject of Feder- 
ation isthat of Defence. Time will not permit 
me to touch upon it more than very briefly. 
There is no doubt that as at present constitut- 
el, the burden of defences is very unequally dis- 
tributed. In fact it is almost entirely borne by 
the Mother Country. In the last Budget of 
the United Kingdom we see that the 
figures for the naval and military expenditure 
amount to some £60,000,000—-a little over. Out 
of that sum, I believe, if I mistake not, some 
35 millions were spent-én the navy alone. Now 
the navy is maintained for the protection of the 
Empire, of its vast sea-borne commerce, the 
guarding of its ocean waterways. The Colonies 
derive the same security from the navy as the 
United Kingdom. Yet the colonial contri- 
butions to the naval expenditure are a mere drop 
in the ocean. It is not at all disparaging to 
the Colonies to say so; but here again we see 
the need of some federal system, where the 
burden would be borne proportionately by all. 
There are other services, also of Imperial: 
concern, such as the Consular and 
Diplomatic services, the maintenance of all 
of which should he; borne by the Empire, 
and should an I erial Federal Parlia- 
ment come into existence, all such votes 
could be passed by it, and apportioned to each 
on some basis to be determined beforehand. If 
we are to share the pr.vileges of Empire, we 
must be prep :red to share some of its burdens, 
some of its responsibilities. The burden of 
defence is increasing évery y ar. and pressing 
more and more heavily on the Mother Country, 
and ig @ question capable of a more equitable 
adjustment. 
There is one other question, a most im- — 
portant one,—the commercial union of the 
Empire, which the Fiscal Policy, for which 
Mr. Chamberlain isso strenuously labouring, is 
intended to bring about. That question is still 
in the controversial stage, and the Colonial Con- 
ference proposed by Mr. Balfour to consider 
this question will be welcomed, and the outcome 
awnited with eager interest. I will not refer 
¢o it more than casually. as it does not come 
within the province of my subject, but just to 


say this, that no scheme of Imperial Federa- 


tion would be complete which does not 
embrace a fiscal union—Imperial Federation 
will not be complete unless side by side with a 
political, there is a commercial union. 

Asto the question of the Crown Colonies, 
there is not much to be said. Colonial history. [ 


has shown that ag.a Colony developed andj 


Ynecreased in wealth’ and population, whea the 
eonditions were ripe it has obtained self- 
governmen', and it is not unreasonable to sup- 
pose, Day, itis quits within the bounds of pro- 
bability, that self-government will be accorded. 
to the Crown Colonies as they become adapted 


to it, and when they obtain that, they can tike 
their place in the Federal system. 

It has often bee asserted that’ a political 
federation of the Hmpire would be im practic- 
able, that any attempt to federate the Empire, 
on the basis of American, Australian, or Cana- 


| sian federation, would never succeed, that such 


a federation would be 
that we 


doomed to failure. To 
can only say that just as it may be 


of Australia or Canada deemed impossible in 
its time, yet to-day we see those great com- 
munities each united under one poerin Govern- 
ment. It has often been urged that ‘federation 


great deal towards promoting the consolidation EE impossible to-day, so was the federation 


national policy. But something more substan- 


described by Sir Frederick Pollock in a state- 
ment which appeared in the Times of some 
weeks back, has the merit of being a practical 
one. He proposes the formation of a Commit- 
tes of the Privy Council for Imperial affairs. 


including the best possible representatives of 
Colonial knowledge and opinion. The functions 


tial, more permanent, is needed, and the plan ES of the Empire, the vast distances, the 


would be impossible, because of the scattered 


miles of ocean which separate them, but on the 
other hand we must remember the increasing 
the steamships, 

the 
more 


rapidity of communications, 
and the telegraph, which are bringi 
yarious portions.of thé Empire more an 


in touch with one another. Difficulties there . 


are undoubtedly, but British statesmanship has 


. 
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‘before now overcome difficulties as great if not 


greater. Rome was not built in a day, nor will 
the federation of the Empire be accomplished 
in a day, the meantime, we can draw 
nearer aud nearer towards the goal. The end and 
aim of Imperial Policy should be Federation — 
—for policy, for commerce, for defenco—a 
federation in which the enormous wealth, talent, 
ngth, and resources of the Empire will be 
combined for the matual benefit of all, and the 
lasting permanence of the whole. 
Mr. Haskell then proposed the following 
Resolution :— 
That in the opinion of this meeting, the plan 
described by Sir Frederick Pollock, in his letter 
to the Times—viz: the formation of a Com- 


mittee of the Privy Council on Imperial affairs, 
consisting of the best possible representatives 


of Colonial knowledge and opinion. to act in an 


advisory capacity to the Cabinet, would tend to 


promote the consolidation of the Empire, and 
would be a great. step towards Imperial Federa- 
tion, and this meeting endorses tie suggestion 
that sueh a proposal be submitied to the next 
Colonial Conference of Prime Ministers for 
discussion. 

Mr. J: Daz BA.t inseconding the proposition 
said: Woe have to thank the lecturer for bring- 
ing the subject before our notice in time, and I[ 
only wish the Hongkong community would come 
out in larger numbers to lis‘en to a question 
which I think is rather vital to us as colonists ; 
although, as a Crown colony, it would not affect 
us somuch as a self-governing colony if it ever 
becomes a possible fact. It is not so many years 
ago that some of England's greatest statesmen 
wished to cast off her colonies, but now I think 
it is not only the Mother Country drawing the 
cords that bind her nearer to her chi'dren, but 
her children also do not wish to let go their 
mother's apron strings and go off on their 
own hook. We have now the telegraph 
wires, like nerves, connecting Great and 
Greater Britain together, and we may 
even hope that our desires will be wafted 
by the winds of the air, by.the Marconi system, 
in time to come. Now is the proper time to 
request the Mother Country to take some action 
to draw herself and her colonies closer together. 

Sir H.8. BeRKE zy eaid : I wish to thank the 
lecturer for the extremely able and delicate ad- 
dress. given us. The subject is one which I 


~ do not feel capable of dealing with at such short 


notice. 

Mr. Hurstaovse: I have listened with 
very considerable interest to the remarks of 
Mr. Haskell. The subject is one which I 
confess I know little about; 1 came here -for 
the express purpose of le.rning more, and 
must say I am not--disappointed. I quite 
agrea with the remarks of the lecturer that 
federation proper must be something on the 
lines of the German or Ambrican Confedera- 
tions, but there is a vast difference between the 


American Statés and the British Empire. The 
American States-have the great advantage of 
being contiguous ;-there is a direct: incentive 
towards combination for defence, and when all 


is said and done, this is the greatest and most. 
- material point of all. 


On the other hand the 
British Empire is so sgattered over the earth's 
surface—the sun never sets on it, some 
people say because God is afraid to 
trust us in the dark—that the mere fact 
of Australia being.attacked by an enemy, dves 
not show that Canada is going to be attacked 
by the same enemy. “Any scheme of imperial 
federation which is to be of any use must 
emanate from the colonies themselves; if they 
do not wish it, then it is. useless to altempt to 


force anything of the sort upon them. I:under- 
stood the lecturer to say that the colonies wanted 


federation, but I am sorty to say that at present 
they do not. There has beena great tendency 
observable for a long time past towards more 
complete separation. The colonies prefer pure- 
ly local government, anda purely local com- 
mand of their military forces, As regards the 
Navy the same remarks do not apply, as the 
colonies know that in time of war it is obvious- 
ly to the interest of Great Britain to keep 
open all the great trade routes. I do 
not think this emery. points towarJ 
disloyalty, but with e Canadian or 
Australian it is—‘( anada for the Canadians,” 
and “Australia for the Australians.’ I hope 


I am wrong, but I think we must face the! 


possibility of ultimate separation, At any rate, 


« 
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we can welcome anything that will bring the 
colonies into closer touch with the Home 
Government. . 

Mr. H. E. Potto ®:-Personally I think the 
object of the scheme proposed by Sir Frederick 
Pollock is-a very important one, and important 
points affecting the colonies canbe only arrived 
at after mature discussion by those who have 
epent the best parts of their lives there. Mr. 
Hursthouse made mention of the Boer war, 
which showed that the colonies were ready and 
willing to send forth their sons to fight in the 
cause of the empire. South Africa is a's) a 
country which furnishes illustrations of 
very grave mistakes which have been 
made in part by the want of appreciation 
by the authorities at home of the actual 
condition of affairs which exist on 
spot. If the British nation had been able to 
press forward and voice their own views on the 
subject, we should never have had such an 
incident to recard in history as the secession 
of the Transvaal aft r Majuba, which led 
up to the direct cause of the Boer war. 
Another striking iustance is. furnished by the 
Am-rican war of secession. The people in Great 
Britain wer in absolnte ignorance of the 
feeling in the colonies with regard to the 
obnoxious taxes imposed. Had they known, 


they would have been withdrawn, and our 
cousins, instead of being separated now as they 


are politically, would possibly have remained 
portion of tha empire. What is required is 
for the colonies to inform the authoritiesat home 
of the views of those on the spot who have 
been in actual contact with the practical realities 
of colonial life. I venture to think that Mr. 
Hursthonse took rather a despondent view of the 
relations between the Mother Country and the 
colonies. The forces levied there are local 
forces of volunteers, and the colonies should 
retain military forces. With regard to the 
Navy, the feeling in the colonies is that 
the sea is one, and the sbips of the 
empire are considered as one and work- 
ed more or less as a homogeneous whole, 
No doubt you have noticed that the Admiralty 
have formulated a scheme, grouping together 
the various ships of every part, for homo- 
geneous and concerted action. and that is the 
reason the Colonies are beginning t> see the 
importance of unity in Naval matters. 
A a ASS a TT, 


DISQUIETUDE IN KWANGTUNG. 


A gentleman who has just arrived at Hong- 
kong from ths interior informs us that there is 
every indication of a serious general uprixing in 
Kwanetung Province, especially in tho delta of 
the Canton River. Well-informed we lthy 
natives even consider it advisable to leave their 
homes to take refuge at Hongkong and else- 
where. Piracy is rampant, rendering the in- 
habitants of small towns in constant fear of 
being either robbed or kiduapped for ransom. 


At Tongka (in Heungshan District) last week | 


the pirates captured the baggage of several 
Chinese returning from the United States 
bageage containing money, ete. to the value of 
$5,000. On one side of Wongmoon (at the 
mouth of the West River) the natives were 
prevented from cultivating their autumn rice 
crop because they refused to pay blackmail—so 
much per mow. The Officials are quite incap. 
able. and police boats are even known to witness 
acts of piracy wilhout atlempting {o guard the 
shipping and country. The other day the 
pirates captured the guard boat at Taiping 
Crevk with-ut meeting any resistance, and they 
took away all the arms. ammunition, etc.. 
Arms are being smuggled into the country in 
large quantities. 


The Singapore [ree [ress publishes the fol- 


lowing :—Brussels, December 1._—A Belgian- 
Chinese Chamber of Commercs has just been 
founded in Bruss+ls, and is declared to be the 
firat Chinese Chamber of Commerce established 
in the world. It already includes a hundred 
and fifty members, Chinese and Belgian mer- 
chants and traders, and it is the intention of its 
members, in addition to the work of the ¢ ham- 
ber of Commerce in Belgium, to establish a 
commercial agency for the use of its members 
at Shanghai. The trade between Belgium and 
China has increased very considerably of late, 
chiefly owing to the éncouragement gwen to it 
in high quarters in Belgium. 
€ 
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“THE HON. MB.” 


Our esteemed contemporary, the Straits Echo, 
publishes a slashing artic'e apparently directed 
against the Governor of Hongkong for holding 
that members of the Legislative Council of 
that Colony (and of the Straits Settlements for 
that matter) should be addressed, individually 
as the Hon'ble Mr. F. O. B. Smithers or the 
Hon'ble Mr. C. J. F. MacPhutt. instead of as 
the Hon'ble F. O. B. Smithers or the Hon‘ble . 
C.J. F. MacPhutt respectively. Our contem- . 

porary sarcastically points out that: “It is 
now officially declared to be wrong not 
to Mister unofficials, and it is therefore . to 
be deprecated.” As a matter of fact. the 


customary omission of the “‘ Mr.” is really a 
compliment, snd by insisting upan the presence 


.of the “Mr. in official correspondence and 


reports, Sir Matthew Nathan hag shorn the 
official and unofficial Honorables of Hougkong 
of a small tithe of their doubtless well-merited 
glory. The.Hon'’tle Tommy Dodds is an 
appellation which implies that Tommy is the 
younger son of an Ear! or some son of a 
Viscount or a baron—tha’ he is in fact filins 
nobilis. The Hon'ble Mr. Tommy. Dodds 
implies that Tommy has acquired his title 
by metit or favour, and tbat he is not an 


Honorable by :-birth, By courtesy of usage, 
however, the Mr. is as a rule omitted save in 


official correspondence. Nobody with the most 
rudimentary ideas of courtesy would address, 
in conversation, the Lieutenant-Colonel com- 
manding a battalion by any other military title 
than that of Colonel. < imilarly, by custom, 
the Mr. is generally omitted from the local 
Uonorab'es ‘of this part of the world. But 
customs differ in different places. We have 
seen # semi-official letter of introduction from 
the Private Secretary of President Roos :velt 
tothe American representative at St. Petersburg. 
It bexan: “‘ My dear Ambassador McCormick.” 


The private Seoretary to the King would not 
preface a letter of introduction to Sir Arthur 


Hardinge as ‘‘ My dear Ambassador Hardinge.” 
—Straits Times. 


CANTON-HANKOW RAILWAY. - 


Writing on the 6th inst., the N.C. Daily News 
said: It will be learnt with general satista tion 
that an authen‘ic telegram was received here 
yesterday from tho American-China Davelop- 
ment Company in New York, statiog that tue 
control of the stock of the Cantoen-Haukow 
Railway is.again in American hunds, the 
Belgian inlerests-having be-n bought out. All 
English and American residents at any rate ia 
‘bina will ba glad to herr this, the sale to the 
Belgiaus having been a blow to our interests in 
Chins, and baving had a marked effe:t parti- 
cularly on Americau prestige. The recovery of 
the control was very markedly assisted by tho 
embargo put on the bonds by the Chinese, who 
regarded tha transfer of the concession , to 
Belgian hands asa breach of faith, and by the 
sympathetic action of the D-partment of state 
at Washicgton. Arrangements have been made - 
to procure all the capital necessary to complete: 
the line, and to keap the control permanently 


in American hands, whatever may ‘happen. 


Thus we have a very satisfactory solution of the 
difficulties which have lately impeded the opera- 
tions of the American-China Development Com- 
pauy, and we may expect'to ces the construction 
of the important tronk line from: Canton. to 
Hankow prooveded with rapidly and ener,eti- 
cally. We (rust, too, that it will pot be many 


months before work is begun oa the English or 
Auglo-Chinese’ railway between Kowloon and 


Canton. ; \ : 

And in its ‘ Native Notes,” our con'emporary 
had this:—An Important Intrigae Blouked— 
His Excellency Sir Chéo-tung Liang Ch‘éug, 
K.C.M.G., Chinese Minister at Washington, 
deserves well of hi« countrymen by blockin the 
plans of the Belgians—who are well-known by 
the Chin: s+ to be acting on bebalf of Frenoh 


and Russian capitalists—in getting control of the 
Yueh-Han, or Canton-Haukow Railway, thera by © 
preventing the fo-ging of more chains and fetters 
for tha body politic of this country, an act which 
stamps his Excellency at anc» as an able and 
clever diplomat. Inu other words, we learn that 
Sir Ubéa-tung by impounding the bonds of tho 
railway in question bas made it impossible for 


» 


| made the statement produced, 
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the Belgians to get hold of these bonds to place 
them on the market, in consequence of which 
they have bean compelled to sell them bao to 
the original American Syndicate. This news 
will doubtlessly be received with satistaction ;by 
all Chioese and their fpreign friends who have 
the welfare of China sincerely at heart. We 
heartily congratulate Sir ‘Uhén-tuog Liang 
Chéog and H. KE, Shéog Kung-pao on the able 
manner in which they hava conducted a very 
delicate and important matter to a successful 
conclusion. 


CHINESE EMIGRANTS TO . 
AUSTRALIA. 


—__@—______ 
ALLEGED CONSPIRACY. 

Tho hearing of the case in which Wonyr 
Chuk Yau and Wong Tim were charged with 
(i) Defrauding one, Han Tim, of the sum of 
$850; (2) ahd (8) Unlawfully altempting to 
defraud and deceive the China Navigation and 
Eastern and Australian 8.8. Companies by 
obtaining from the said companies a passenger 
ticket for one Han Tim, to enable him to 
personate one Ah Wai, was continued before 


Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz at the Police Court 
-on the 10th instant. Mr. F. B. L. Bowley, 
-Crown Solicitor, instructed by Chief Detec‘ive 
Insp:ctor Hanson, prosecuted, and Mr. G.K.H. 
Brutton represented the first defendant, Wong 
Chuk Yau. 

John William Hanson, Chief Detective In- 
spector, continued :—I was present when each 
of the defendants was charged. Their state- 
ments were taken in my presence. 

Cross-examined by _Mr. Brutton: I do not 
think it is necessary to have a phot ‘griph on an 
Australian naturalisation paper. As far as 
I know, Wong Chuk Yau is the master of the 
Chan Hop. The second defendant, Wong Tim, 
is employed there. The Crown Solicitor directed 
me to arrest the second defendant. When I 
saw Hau Sui at the Chan Hop with the papers 
ian his hand he said—“ These are what I 
am to use to go with.” JI am_ sure 
the photograph produced is of Hau Tim. 
LZ do not know whether shipping companies 
require return passiges guaranteed in the case 
of the Chinese passengers to Australia. The 
photograph produced (of Hau Tim) is not like 
Hau Sui. 

Douglas Abbey deposed:—I am passenger 

_olerk in Messrs. Butterfield and Swire's. the 
agents for the China Navigation Co., Ld. I am 
in charge of the booking of passengers by 
steamers on the Australian run. Wo are net 
allowed to carry more than 20 Chinese passen- 
gers withouta licence. Our broker brings us 
a list of the Chinese passengers wanting to go, 
also a list of papers issued by the authorities in 
the Australian States. We would not issue a 

ticket if a Chinese passenger had no papers 
from the Australian authorities. I examine 
the papers whon they are brought by intending 
passengers to the office. The papers are handed 
to the captain of the ship. He takes charge of 
them. The exhibit produced appears to be a 
certificate of naturalisation issued by the 
Goternment of South Australia. Ifa Chinaman 

_ hadcome to me with that paper, and had answered 
the questions I put to him, I should have given 
him a ticket. I would not have required him to 
prodjce a photograph. ( ertificates of domicile 
have photographs on them. If an intending 
passohger did not agree with the papers produc- 
ed by him, I should refuxe to issue a ticket. If 
a Chinese passenger arrives in Australia, and 
the authorities do not find his payers agree with 
his description, he must be brought back here at 

x the expense of the ship. Each Chinese passen- 
ger going to Australia must have his return 


* passage guaranteed. Tho ,uarantee would be 


given to the broker, and we would hold him 
responsible. - 
Cress-examined by Mr. Brutton :—Intending 
immigrants are introduced to our broker by 
other passenger brokers. We look to our broker 
‘for the passage money, so that practically the 
company does not stand to lose in case of the 


ij « return of s passenger. 


Cheung Hok Ling declared:—On the 21st 
December I read over and expla‘ned the charge 
‘to the first defendant at the Central Station, 
and after administering the usual caution, he 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
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Mr. Brutton objected to the statement being: 
put in as evidence, as it was taken im connec- 
tion with the charge of forgery which had 
since been withdrawn. 

His Worship decided that it should be putin 
for the present. atid the matter as to its 
admissibility could be argued later. 

Mr. Bowley asked permission to put in the 
letters between Wong Chuk Yau and Hau Tim. 


Mr. Brutton objected as the conspiracy had 
not been proved: 


Mr. Bowley:—I£ Wong Tim had taken the 
papers he got toa shipping. company, the com- 
pany would be liable to be deceived, and if the 
fraud were discovered, would be put to the 
expense of bringing the man back. 

His Worship: It has been given in evidence 


that the company's broker guarantees the risk 
of a loss. 


Mr. Bowley: It is quite right that the passage 
broker recoups the company. The conspiracy 
is proved in that the two men endeavoured to 
defraud Hau Tim by oblaining from him the 
sum of $850 on the representation that they 
were assisting him to legally land in Australia. 


On the three charges a prima facie case of 
conspiracy is established. If a passenger :ot 
into Australia the shipping company would be 


deceived, but not defraude!; on the other hand, 
if he were not allowed to land, the company 
would have to bring him back. 

Mr. Brutton submitted that before the letters 
were put in the charge of conspiracy must 
be proved. Not merely in intention, but 
by agreement between the parties. There 
was no evidence with regard to the com- 
binalion, and no proof forthcaming to prove 
that they conspired to defraud the two 
companies. They might just as well say that 
he and bis clerk had conspired to defrand some- 
body in his office. It was impossible for the 
defendants to actually defraud the shipping 
companies. The only man who could do that 
was Hau Tim himself, and if he chose to go to the 
defendants he was a party to the conspiracy, as 
he was willing to pay $850 for what he 
knew wasa false certificate. 

Mr. Bowley said the defendants were acting 
in concert as the result of a previous agreement 
He had proved certain acts committed by them, 
from which the fact that they had agreed 
together could be inferred. 

His Worship: The whole case turns 
on the point as to whether there was conspiracy 
or no conspiracy. If conspiracy is proved the 
letters go in, and I am bound to commit th: 
case to the Sessions. I will reserve the point. 


INTERNATIONAL LAW AGAIN. 


——_— o_o. 
[FROM A 80UTH AFRICAN CORRESPONDENT. | 


A fact, which has long been known to lawyers 
and diplomatists, but which has been littls 
‘understood by the general public, has been 
brought into unp'easaut prominence by the 
Russo-Japanese war, namely the slender force 
; of internatioval law. Those who hace had to 
atady the subject or have had to deal with it prac- 
tically bave long been aware that so-oilled iuter- 
national law is hardly law in the proper sense 
of the word Apart from specific treaty obliga- 
lions, which are not very numerous, thee is 
little beyond very general theory to bind nations 


upon maby of the most important internati- nal 
questions; and when these come to practical 


application we have to rely rather upon the 
honour and conscientiousness of the vations 
concerned than upon any means of enforcing 
them. Law without tha meaus of upholding it 
is, howover, no law at all, and so-called inter- 
national law is uafortuoately of this nature. 
Of this we have had of late but too many 
illustrations, most prcminent among which of 
course stand the Malacca incideit and the 
Baltio fishing fleet outrage. The latter, of 
course, was of fhe nature either of an unpar- 
donable blunder, or, more unpardonable 
wantonness; and can hardly be brought within 
the sphere of any dscussion of principles 
of international law. With the Matucca in- 
cident the matter stood different!y. Much 
plausible argument may be adduced as to the 
right of search of ventral vessels, and no 
general principle can be laid down which will 
cover cases. inciples as exist are 


Such x ] 
largely derived fre Jurists who, eminent 


<= 


‘though thay wers in their time, still dealt 
with a state of facts totally different from 
those existing in the present day. Grotiuss 
Vattel, and other eminent anthorities, will carry 
us buat a small distance in practically dealing 
with any qnestion that may now arise, and even 
such anthorities as Wheaton and Story are, for 
the same reasons, often but partial guides in 
circumstances totally different from any with 
which they were acquainted. Let scholars diecus 
as much as they like the principles of interna- 
tional law, itis the Governments concerned who 
have to apply them, and who do so for the most 
part, when at all events one side is actuated by 
the strongest feeling and at times pressed by. 
the direst necessity. Under such circumstances 
it can hardly be--expected that the nicest dis- 
crimination will be observed in the application 
of principles of international law, even if those 
pune were nol. sufficiently vagne in them- 
S‘lve¢, : 

It is not very surprising, therefore, to find 
that one of the most eminent exponents of 
international law, Mr. Dicey, should recently 


have come furward and assored us that the 
branch of Law to which he has devoted 


so much study is really of very little prac- 
tical use in the settlement of international 
disputes, and that in effect the public generally 
are very ignorant in imagining that it could 
possibly be so. The spectacle is sad no doubt. 
but it algo instractive, and it is at least valuable 
in a very important direction. It is something 
to have one, whos intimate acquaintance with 
international law makes it impossible for op- 
ponents of his views to assert that he does not 
know what he is talking about, on the side of 
th» common sense : eople who have always ques- 
tioned the possibility of establishing interna- 
ional tribnnals, or of finding some preventives 
for war in. an imaginary High Court 
of Arbitration. Such' an ideal, however 
attractive it may be, must be regarded as merely 
an ideal by atl who judge by facts, end. not by 
feelings, Mr. Dicey points to the impossibility 
of maintaining anything like strict neutrality 
when once political feelings are fairly aroused; 
ani upon this ground he endeavours to 
exonerate Germany from many of the charges 
which he considers have been unjustly made 
against her in the British Press, in conuec- 
tion with the war, Neutrality, in fact, is 
considered yy him to he almost an impossibility, 
and in this he is probably not very far from 
the truth, Whether all his deductions from 
the fact can be followed must be matter of 
opinion ; but it must be admitted that he has 
touched the weak point of international law with 
considerable accuracy. Principles usually 
discussed in times of peata with soholastio 
uicety have to be applied in timestof war, when 
necessity, which proverbially knows no law,. in- 
ternational or other, must be the eniding - 
motive. Inthe end, their maintenancs must 
depend upon a more enlarged view of national 
advantige than the majority of ‘even tr:ed 
Statesmen are found to possess. What may be 
very advantageous «n one occasion to a nation, 
may prove eminently the contrary on. another ; 
and far-sighted Statesman, even in times of 
siress or of actual war, will be slow to act on 
auy principle which, if tha circumstances 
become reversed, may be turned with serious 
effect against themselves. This bearing of 
the subject has been vary much lost sight of 


by Russia on many occasions during the 
war; bat it is to be hoped that it hus not been 


forgottsn by our own Statesmen and those of 
other countries. With respect to purchase 
from neutrals of convertible trading vessels 
and the like acts,-it might be poor policy on 
our part to press such a point further than it 
should be legitimately carried; as obviously the 
occasion might arise when we might wish to do 
very much the game thing; and, in the same 
way, it wonld be impolitic on our part to press 
too strongly against the right to search neutral 
vesse's, as this, right must be of the grbatest 
importance to any nation dependent upon her 
naval resources. In all such cases the most that 
can be relied upon is bona and states- 
manly foresight on the part of the nations cun- 
cerned. Any attempts to press international 
laws further must be productive of disappoint-. 
ment—and as to the idea that some inierna- 
tional tribunal might be established, whose 
dictates in the event of disputes arising would 
have the effect of for ever averting war, one 
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a 
consideration alone is sufficient to show its 
impractical charactor. Not only would it be 
impossible for such a tribunal to enforce its 
decisions, but in nine oses out of ten it would 
not and could not do what is much more im- 
portant, namely, remove the canses of the 
dispute between the parties, which removal is 
generally brought about by a war. If an 
Arbitration Tribuoal had ordered Russia to 
go out of Manchuria and {o ceases ménacing 
Japan, does anybody imagine she would have 
done so? Even now, if one can imagine her 
doing so at the dictates of any such imaginary 
tribunal, how long does any sensible man 
believe it would be hefore she would be back 
again? No doubt minor questions may aud 
should be settled by arbitration, if other means 
cannot be found, but large international ques- 
tions, where, in some cases, the very life of a 
nation is at stake, cannot possib:'y be so ad- 
justed while the world and human nature 
continue what they are. 


Henne ee NESS) 
THE CHINA PROVIDENT LOAN AND 
MORTGAGE CO., LD. 


—_—- > -_— 


The report for presentation to the shareholders 
at the eighth ordinary general meeting to be 
held at the office of the general managers on 
Wednesday, 18th January, is as follows :— 
Annexed we have the pleasure to lay before 
shareholders a statement of accounts made up to 
31st December, 1904. 

The gross earnings for the past year amount 
1o $132,860.U0, and after deducting all expenses, 
remuneration to general managers, consulting 
committee’s and auditors fees, thore remains & 
balance of $106,581.29, which it is recommended 
be appropriated as follows, viz :— 
To place to reserve fund ... ... 25,000.00 
To pay a dividend of 8 percent... ... 80,000.00 
To carry forward to the oredit of next 

yearsaccount ... 1,581.29 

ConsuLtina Commitrgg.——Mr. J. H, Lewis 
having left the Colony, Mr. H. P. White was 
invited to take his place on the consulting com- 
mittee. In accordance with the articles of 
association, Messrs. J. 8. Vao Buren, Chow Hing 
‘Kee, Chau Tung Shang, Lr. J. W. Noble and 
H. P. White retire, but offer themegelves for 
re-election. 

. AupiToRS.—The accounts have been audited 
by Mesers. A. O’D. Gourdin aud W. H. Potts, 
who are recommended for re-election. : 


The accounts are a8 follows :— 
PROFIT AND LOS:. 


$ oc. 

Charges .....ccecceessc crc ces cece nee ner es nee estan ees 5,715.35 

Consulting committee fees ........2-6..--seree 4,0 0.00 

Auditors’ fees ........:ecr 200.09 
Balanco of office furniture account written 

OL vec cceceseeetencescenereeteces cesnauaa see seeegs 500.00 

Balance ..cccccccceeceeeree eececeeere nee creeeeaeeceeces 106,581.29 

$116,096.64 

8 oc. 

Balance weer cereeceseeeiree ge 1,171.98 

Interest received on mortgages, $ oc. é 
Jonn8, BC. scene 132,860.00 

Less interest paid, commis: 

BION, BC.y Hr cererere creer es 17,255.34 

= —_—_—— 115,6 4.66 

Unclaimed dividends written off............... 220.00 

$116,996.64 


BALANCE-SHEET. 
LIABILITIES. S$ «. 
Capital 200,000 shares at $111 82,000,000.00 
ess 100,000 shares un- 


1B8UCU... 06600 .... 1,000.000,00 
-—————— 1,000,000.00 
Reserve fand ccccessrsscecn cesses 55,000.00 
Sundry oreditors ....-- see sere eeere ees 19,922.67 
Due to General Managers.......0-:+0:+----- 1,643.00 

Hongkong and Shanghui Banking Cor- 
ELON ceecee ves eee cee cee cence trees eee ees 81,234.05 
Balance of profit and loss......--.--------+++ 106,581.29 


regen senso § & 

Loans on provident system .. 1 : 

On acer: shares, &o. 317,296.11 

150 China Light and Power Co., Limited 
8 per cent. debentures «.....--.1 ++ 


Investment of reserve fund ...... 
gheres Green Island 


Cement Co., La. at $30. $40,50000 


1,035,704 88 


150,000.00 ! 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


| 9,580 shares China L ght Power 
Co., Ld. at $9 (new issue) 22 500.00 


— 


63,/00.00 
Sundry debtors ..........ccen cee cee eee cee ee eet ees 13,643.09 
Cael cgecse cose see cey Spee 963.04 
$1,264,401.01 


SHewan Tomes & Co. 
General Managers. 


TRIPLE EXECUTION AT 
HONGKONG. 


— oe a 

|} On.the morning of the 11th instant, 
Charles Smith, Erik Hogman, and William, 
Nason expiated the crimes of which they were 
found guilty, and on account thereof condemned 
to death. The authorities are reticent on 
matters appertaining to the execution, and all 
our representative could glean from the 
Superintendent of the gaol was that the men 

admitted the justice of the sentence, and walked 


boldly on to the scaffold. 

From other sources, which may be question- 
able, wo learn that Smith and Hogman walked 
boldly. on to the scaffold, while Nason 
broke down and had to be supported 
to the drop. It is alleged that the last words of 
Smith were “‘ Lord have mercy on my soul: 
May God bless you all.” Hogman in a dull 
voice repeated over and over asain “ My God. 
My God." Nason is alleged to have made a 
lengthy statement which was taken down by the 
Superintendent of the gaol. One of the 
clergymen present, it is said, was so impressed 
with the terrible scen; that he broke down and 
wept. 

THE INQUEST. 

At 12 o'clock noon in the large court, before 
Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz sitting as Coroner, the 
following jury were sworn in, to deliver & 
verdict as to the cause of death:—Messrs T. 
Spafford. John Johnstonand Henry C. Sandford. 
After administration of the juror's oath, the 
jury together with Press representatives went 
into the gaol” and viewed {be bodies of 
the deceased. “Well, gentlemen of the 
jury, are you satisfied ?” asked the Coroner. 
‘The gentlemen of the jury expressed themselves 
satisfied and returned to their seats in Court. 

- The Coroner, addressing them, said that 
when a person dies in gaol from capital punish- 
ment, it is provided by law that an inquiry shall 
be held. In the case of an execution by legal 
process, the case comes under what is known as 
justifiable homicide. The Coroner then read as 
follows from volume 3 of “ Russell on Crime “— 

“It has been already stated that justifiable 

homicide is of several kinds, as it may be 
occasioned by the performance of acts of un- 
avoidable necessity, or by acts done by the 
permission of the law. Amongst the acts of 
unavoidable necessity may be classed the execu- 
tion of malefactors, by the person whose office 


obliges him, in the performance of public justice 
; to putthoseto death who have forfeited their lives 
by the laws and verdict of their country. These, 
are acts of necessity, and even of civil duty, and 
therefore, not only justifiable, but commendable, 
where the law requires them. But the law 
must require them, otherwise they are not 
justifiable : and, therefore, wantonly to kill the 
greatest of malefactors would be murder: and 
we have seen that all acts of official duty should, 
Vin the nature of.their execution, be conformable 
to the judgment by which they are directed.” 
The first witness was Edward John Pier- 
point, who deposed :—I am chief warder of 
Victoria Gaol. The bodies the jury have just 
viewed are those of Charles Smith, Erik 
Hogman and} William Nason, who were received 
into prison on 23rd December, 19(4, under 
sentence of death, which sentence was duly 
carried out at eleven minutes past five this 
morning in the presence of Mr. Craig, Assistant 
Superintendent of Victoria Gaol, Dr. Thomson, 
Medical Officer, myse'f, and the usual escort of 


officers, also the Rev. J. H. France and Rev. 
W. Bridie. I produce the Governor's warrant 


for the execution. 

In reply to the Ceroner:—The sentence of 
the law was carried into effect: by hanging. 

John Christopher Thomson said :—I am me- 
dical officer of the gaol. I was-present at the 
execution this morning. Death in all three ca-e. 
was instantaneous. I examined the bodies after 
| they were taken down, Death was in all three 

due to dislocation of the neck. 


\ 
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The Coroner, addressing the jury, said :— 
Gentlemen of the jury, you have to find whether 
deceased met their deaths by hanging, in due 
process of law. : 

The Foreman of the Jury: That is the 
verdict of the jury, your Worship. 

About thirty minutes after midnight, on 
Wednesday, @ DailyPress reporter, who chanced 
to be in Caine Road, witnessed the funeral 
cortege of the unhappy men who wére executed 
some eighteen hours before. Each of the three 


coffins was carried by four coolies by means of 
rope and bamboo poles, and an officer of the gaol 
followed in @ chair. The executed men were 
buried- in a quiet spot on the outskirts of the 
town. 


THE FILIPINO “AMOKS” AT 
HONGKONG. 

:0: 

During the hearing of the Fili ino murder 


case at the Police Court on Dec. 9th, Mr. Gom- 
pertz called the Captain of the Tremont into 


oe) 


Court, and asked him what steps were taken to - .» 


inform the Police of the murder on board. 

The Captain said the Police signal lights 
wera shown—two red lights with a white light 
in the centre. This was done about midnight. 
No attention was taken by the Police. It was 
a very dark night: Blue lights were also burnt _ 


on board, =~ 
His Worship: You did not consider the 


fire a gun, or to send a ship ashore ? 

‘lhe Captain: No. 

His Worship: What should you have done 
in case of a fire on board ? 

The Captain: Sent up a rocket. 

His Worship: Itis very curious that the 
sergeant on duty in the Police pinnace passed 
your ship ata distance of not more than 2/0 
yards, and did not notice any signal lights. It 
has been given in evidence that the Filipino, 
Pagain, was in a lighter aloo gside your ship at 
one o'clock. If you had made more urgent 
signals to the Police, in all probability the man 
would have been secured. 
on the Praya, and caused the death of a coolie. 
A man in your position should have treated the 
matter as a case of extreme urgency. and done «= 
your best to have the man arrested. +You 
ought to have done considerably more than you 
‘did in the matter of obtaining Police assist- 
ance, and securing the arrest of the Filipino. 

The ship's doctor, if appears, took upon him- 
self to embalm the body of the murdered Fili- 
pino, and ‘also stitched up the various wounds 
with twine. . 

His Worship t» the Doctor: Don’t you 
think you have been very indiscreet ? 

Dr. Howell: I think I have. 

His Worship: It is a serious matter to 
interfere with criminal jurisprudence, which 
might possibly amount to & misdemeanour. 
However, I will this time overlook the matter. 

The hearing of this case, in which Pagain 
was charged with the murder of another Fili- ° 
pino called Apowen, on the American steamer 
Tremont, was continued before Mr. H. H. J. 
Gompertz at the Police Court on the 9th 


inst. Inspector Langley prosecuted. 

Dr. Hunter, medical officer in charge of 
post-mortem examinations, was the next witness, 
‘After examination of the body of the dead 
Filipino, he found that death was due toastab 3 
wound in the abdomen. . 

Dr. Howell, surgeon on the Tremont, said :— 
On hearing of the assault on board on the 5th 
inst., 1 went into the steerage, where I found 
Sudong lying face downward on the floor. I 
turned him over and found a wound on the left 
chest between the clavicle and the second rib. 
I bound the wound up. Then I noticel | 
further back in the steerage, lying in his bunk, 
the man. Apowen. He had several wourds on the. 
body, the ones on the shoulder, wrist, and _- 
abdomen being serious. When I saw him he 
was gasping. I did not see him again before. 
he was dead, In my opinion the abdominal 
wound was the cause of death. ; 

By Inspector Langley :—After embalming 


the body I ordered itto be coffined as a means " , 


of keeping it. I was present on the 6th inst. 
and ordered the coffin to be opened at your 
request. 

Charles Petersen deposed:—I am quarter: 
master on the 3.8, Tremont. 


escape of the Filipino of sufficient urgency. to ¢ 


it was, he landed -. 


Aa 


I was on duty om 


‘i 
4 


a: 
a 
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board on the evening of (he 5th inst. I went down 
tothe mess room to geta cup of tea. While 
there I heard a yell, and hearing a second, 
went to see the cause of it. I wont into the 
galley and saw a man stan ding there. I switch. 
ed on the light and saw blood all over the floor, 
and that the man was wounded. I also saw that 
another man was killed. woman pointed him 
out to me lying in his bunk. I went on deck and 


told the doctor and the second mate, who. 


reported the matter to the Captain. 

angusan, one of the Filipino women on 
board the 7'remont, declared :—I am a passenger 
returning to the Philippines from the st. Louis 
Exhibition. There are 24 of us on board. Woe 
are natives of Igorroti. I was asleep in the 
steerage on the night of the 5th. I was awakened 
by-ories of “ Anina,” “Anina”; which means 
“Tam in great pain.” I pushed aside the cover- 
ing of my bunk and looked out. I saw Apowen in 
his bunk across the room, holding his handon his 
stomach and calling out “ Anina, Anina,” again. 
I could sée blood dripping down. I called out 
for assistance. Our companions -(the Igorrotes) 
sat up in their beds. As I looked at them I 
noticed that one of the number was missing. I 
know Sudong. He did not sleep in the same 
room as Apowen. The dagger produced belongs 
to another Filipino on board. I saw the accused 


take it from the top of a bunk. I told Mr. 
Pettit, who went and took it from the acoused. 
He handed it to me. I returned it to the owner, 
who put it into his box and locked it up. I 
know of no quarrel between any members of 
the party on board. Defendant and deceased 
are both married men, but their wives are not 
on board. 

Leong Wah declared.:—I am a watchman at 
the Kowloon Godowns. I was alongside the 
Tremadnt on the 5th inst. One of the Filipinos 
on board came down on to my boat with’a rope. 
He went on board a gampan from my boat. 
After some time the Filipino returned to my 
boat. He wanted to get into a water tank on 
board. I prevented him from doing- so. He 
then wanted to go into the hold, but as 
I would not let him he crossed again to 
& cargo boat. He stood on the deck for about 
eight or ten minutes, them he jumped into the 
water, and I did not see him aguin. I cannot 
recognise the prisoner. It was nearly dark 
when I saw him. 

Charles Ernest Pettit deposed:—I am in 
charge of the Filipinos returning from the St. 
Louis Exposition. I was ashore when the 
trouble occurred on the Tremont. I returned 
on board about twelve o'clock that night. I do 
not know of any quarrel amongst the members 
of the Filipino Company. I took the knife 
produced from Pagain about three days before 
‘the murder. I handed it back to the owner, 


Lazaro Bebit, the Filipino interpreter, stated:— 
I was on board the Tremont when the tragedy 
oceurred. Idid not go down in the steerage. I 
saw Apowen in his buok from outside. I have 
known the deceased 20 years, and the accused 
16 years. I know of no quarrels between them, 
The literal translation of the words of the 
. accused when he saw a knife in the Doctor's 
hand, is: ‘It is true that I killed that man 
with this knife.” On the night of the murder, 


the defendant was the only one of the company - 


missing from the ship. A general search was 
made, but proved of no avail, I next saw him 
at the Central Station on the 7th instant, 
‘where, after reading over and explaining the 

charge to him, and cautioning him in the usual 
- form, I took his statement, which consisted of 
one word meaning “ Yes.” 

Nicholas George Nolan, Police Court 
Interpreter, said :—On the 7th instant 
defendant was charged at the Central 
Police Station. I read and explained the charge 
to the last witness. The defendant made a 
statement to the interpreter which he wrote 
- ona statement form. He wrote the word “ Si.” 


the interpretation whereof is ‘ Yes.” 


~&'< P.C. No. 112 gave evidence as to seeing 


the signals on board the J'remont for Police 
assistance ; also as to the search on board for 


Pagain. 

. én being asked if he had anything to say 
Pagain said:—‘ When I came on shore from 
- the steamer I intended to goon board again. 
There were Chinese on the shore. They said 
‘By-and-bye, by-and-bye.’ A policeman then 
came and arrested me and brought me to the 
station,” ; 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. - 


His Worship committed accused to take his 
trial at the next Criminal Sessions. 

Pagain was further charged with the murder 
of the ricksha coolie at West Point on Friday 
last. After hearing the evidence of arrest, His 
Worship remanded the case till the 16th instant 

At the Police Court on the 7th instant 
before Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz, a Fili ino, 
Pagain, was charged with feloniously, wilfully 
and with malice aforethought, murdering 
another Filipino named Apowen on board the 

erican steamer Tremoné in Hongkong 
harbour on the night of the Sth inst. Inspector 
Langley of the Water Police prosecuted. 

In answer to the charge Pagain said:—‘I 
am guilty ; [ killed.” 

Chow Fuk, sworn, said: On the 6th instant 
I was on the Wingchai steamer's wharf. I heard 
cries of ‘ Policeman’ in Chinese, I went up 
and saw a ricksha coolie sitting down. He was 
wounded and bleeding from the chest. The 
defendant was standing there. He helda knife 
in his hand. I asked the coolie who stabbed him. 
He pointed out the defendant as the man. I 
went up to arrest him and he made a lunge at 
my chest with a knife. I parried the blow with 
my hand and closed with him, at the same time 
blowing my whistle. P.C. No. 49 came up as 
I took the knife from him. The constable took 
the coolie to the hospital and I took defendant 
to the Central Police Station. 

Hearing continues. 

(‘The rickzha coolie, who was so murderously 
assaulted by the man now in custody,succumbed to 
his injuries at eleven o'clock yesterday morning 
at the Government Civil Hospital. Pagain 
will therefore have to answer a second charge 
of murder.} . 


1904 AT SINGAPORR. 


‘lhe past year has been perhaps the poorest 
trade year for Singapore in the last decade, 
says the Straits Times. Money has been very 
tight, aud owing to the decrease in the volume 
and value of exports, the purchasing power of 
the natives generally has been greatly reduced. 
Business during the first half of 1904 was almost 
stagnant, but improved to some extent in the 
last six months. The enormous demands from 
India and Australia for piece goods had a 
favourable effect on this market in spite of the 
very heavy fall in the price of raw cotton after 


the American corner, and orders booked re- 
cently “cannot be met till near the middle 


of 1905, keeping prices level which would 
otherwise have fallen considerably, The war 


in Manchuria led to large orders in khaki and 
drills on the part of the Japanese for the supply 
of the armies in the field, proving the truth of 
the aphorism that it is “an ill wind that blows 
nobody good.” Stocks have not yet been 

niblishied, bat they will probably show large 

ecreases compared with the close of 1903 in 
heavy grey shirtings and T. cloths as well as 
yarns, white shirtings and Turkey reds. Prints 
and sarong’ are in fair stock, although imports 
of the former have fallen off. Metale generally, 


with the exception perhaps of wire nails and tin - 


plates, are above the average as well as candles 
and cement. 


Prospects for 1905 are not accounted very 
reassuring, The low prices ruling for produce 
show no tendency towards a rise: and as long as 
the natives d poor returns coming in for 
their goods it seems they prefer to deny them- 


sélves the imported articles for which the raw 
materials are bartered at the outports. Some 
of the otker conditions that went to make up a 
bad trade year may slacken in time to affect 
advantageously the incoming twelve months. 
The high rates fixed ai by the Shipping 
Convention hare resulted ia some trade which 
formerly passed through Singapore being 
diverted to Dutch ports, where easier rates were 
obtainable. The dislocation caused by the 
currency question is said to have been rather 
exaggeratedly expressed, so that the trouble 
from this cause may ease down somewhat. A 
ood deal of capital which has been tied up in 
dand in’ Tanjong Pagar will, it is ho 

relieve the tightness of the money market during 
the early months of the new year with 
results to trading interests generally. 


1 show a sensible increase -over 


THE TRADE OF JAPAN, 
—_—— ‘ 


In an article on the foreign trade of tho 
Empire for the present year, the gr i Shogyo, 
the leading commerci per of Tokyo, re 
that according to investigations made by the 
Finance Department, the total value of Japan's 
export.trade this year up to the 25th instant 
amounts to Y3138,U00,000 in round figures, and 
that of the import trade to Y362,000,v00. A few 
days yet remained before the year end, but the 
value of business done in that time would be 
only trifling, so that the figures given may be 
{aken as representing the year's trade. Com- 
pared with the preceding two yoars, the result 
of Japan's foreign trade for 1904 shows a good 
improvement; ag will be seen from the following 
table — 

MERCHANDISE. 


sy i Import. < — Total. 
en Yen Yen’ 
1902 .. 258,303,064 271,731,258. 530,034,323 


1903... 284,181,207 311,925,216 596,006,423 
1904 ., 313,269,901, 362,873,546 676,149,447 


GoLD AND SILVER . 
Import 


Ezport 
Yen en 

1902... ... 2,028,981 32,161,358 
1903 .. ... 18,883,281 27,769,268 
1904.00. a, 107,633,694 33,571,214 . 
The figures for 1903-4 in the above tables 
represent values up to December 26th for Yoko- 
hama aud eight other ports. 


The bulk of the foreign trade this year, 
continues the Tokyo journal, amounts to 
876,000,000 yen in round figures, showing an 
increase of some 60,000,000 yen over the value | 
for last year—exports representing an inoreage 
of 29,000,000 yen and imports 50,000,000 yen. The 
value of the foreign trade of the Empire in 19.13 
was the largest since-the opening of the country 
to foreign commerce, and the result this year 
shows an increase over last-year, which must be 
regarded as very satisfactory in view of the war. 
The fact that the export of bullion dxoeeded 
100,000,000 yen is chiefly due to the large 
quantities of war munitions purchased from 
abroad, “ 

In a series of articles on the economical 
sitnation and the war, the same journal says :— 

“ There is little dvubt that the industry and 
thrift observed by the nation, which has larzely 
assisted the prosperity of the foreign export 
trade, and the negative policy pursued by. 
bankers and other business men, which has 
relieved the money-market, are the princi 
causes which maintain the healthy stata 
of economic circles, but there is another 
cause which must not be overlooked. That 


is the blessing of Providence—the great -.. 


success of the various harvests and the increase - 
in the demand for Japanese goods abroad. The 
great success of the export trade this year 
could not have besn without the increased 
demand for Japanese goods abroad, and this is 
accounted for by the viotories of our arms in 
Manchuria. Japanese goods have been received 
with enthusiasm in England and America. The 
Japanese building at the St. Louis Exhibition 
was very largely patronised. ‘ 
“The principal lines of export goods which 
t year are as. 


follows: — : 
1904. 
Y 
‘Habntai... ...  ...128, 
Silk bandkerchiefs. 
Raw silk . 
* Rice eo * hes 
Cotton goods 
Matches ~ 
Porcelain ...... 
Straw braid .... .., 


Dried cuttlefish ... 


81,000,00U yen up to last month, showing an 
increase of 5,000,000 yen over last year, and when 
the value for this month is added. the total may 
reach 85,00 000 yen, which is unprecedented 
in the history of this country. Then comes 
habotai and silk handkerchiefs, which were also 
exported {o an unprecedented extent. The 
depression of the home market for-silk goods 
has driven silk weavers to produce goods for 
export, which have been received abroad with 


1903. 
24,406 200 
746,390 


en 

007 
4,333,554 ° 
... 81,198,616 


v 
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Club. This will be an additional event over 


a course of about seven miles. ; 
It is proposed to hold the sailing races on 


Monday, the 6th proximo—China New Year 
falling on the 4th proximo. This, however, has 


not been definate] 
Will take place on Saturday, the 11th proxmo. 


THE “CYDONIA” ASHORE. 


On Jan. 12 we reported that the Cydonia had 
been seen ashore on the Blenheim Shoal The 
Straits Times says that this vessel is the British 
coolier Cydonia of North Shields of 1,020 tons. 
She was bound to the north with coal, The 
Cydonia was seen by the Benlarig, Oakley, 
and Ong Sang. She is ashore 18 sailes North 
12 W. magnetic of One Fathom Lighthouse. 

_One.steamer is standing by her. The Cydonia 
wishes to be reported to Lloyd's Agents. 

The Captain of the B. I. steamer Zamania 
reported that he tried to tow the Cydonia off 
the Blenheim Shoal, but did not succeed. The 
Captain of the Cydonia asked for tugs and 

-lighters to be sent to his assistance. 


——_ et 
’ 


_ BEACHCOMBERS IN MANILA. 


The American tramp seems to have made his 
appearance in Manila in rapidly-increasing num- 
bers lately. The news has been spread abroad 
on the mainland that a paternal Government 
deported all unfortunates, paying all expenses, 
und the result has been that stowaways and 
minor employees on the transports have been in 
the habit of staying ashore there, knowing that 
in the last resort they were assured of transpor- 
tatjpn back to the State:. 

Judge Liddell yesterday, says the Cablenews 
of January 7th, changed the precedent, and 
ordered a vagrant who requested transportation 
to bs fined 60 pesos, to be worked out at the 
rate of fifty cents a day. 

The evil has grown to such an extent that 
eight men yesterday requested transportation to 
San Francisco on the ground of destitution and 
inability to get anything to do here. 

The chief of police has been notified that all 
vagrants must be handled according to law and 
serve time as such. 


a 


CHINESE MATRIMERICAL 
METHODS. 


At the instance of Inspector Robertson. five 
Chinese were charged at the Police Court on 
the 7th inst. before Mr. Gompertz with assault- 
ing a compatriot named Chung Kung Kiu also 
a Chinese woman named Cheng Fung. 

1t appears that the husband of the woman 
laboured under the impression that his wife was 
not faithful to him. He went to a house at 
Shankiwan where several Chinese were gathered 
{o spend the evening, and finding his wife and 
Chung Kung Kiu there, first took the latter up 
o: the hillside, tied him to a tree, and together 
with the five defendants, brutally beat him with 
bamboos. The husband then returned to the 
house, leaving the defendants at their cruel 


work, and took his wife Lome. He Lound her 


settled. The other events | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


hand and foot,’and tied her up to an iron _ 


stanchion. telling her that he would return next 


day and threw her into the sea. The Police 


got wind of the affair, and succeeded in 
arresting the five defendants. The woman's 
husband is still at large. 


HONGKONG. - 


———~>— 
Mr, M W. Slsde, the well-known barrister 
here, is, it is reported, haring r ceived news of 


his father’s death, leaving for Home in a few | they find ? 


days. 

7 Dariig the yexr 1904 various samples of 
brandy, gin, whisky and milk were examined 
in the Colony by Arthur C. Franklin (Govern- 
ment Analyst). Al! were found to be unadulte- 


rated except two samples of milk. 

The following inspectors of the Sanitary 
Board have been appointed Ingp ctors of 
Nuisances: under the Sale of Food and Drugs 
Ordinance of 1896:—G. W. Coysh, J. A. 


Bullin, H. Pearson, C. E. Frith, 0. W. Ward, | 


BR. Hudson and R. Fenton. 
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“Banyan’s” suggestion for the repair 
of the Chamberlain Road, at the Peak, 
is being acted: upon. The contractor is busy 


preparing material, and it is evident that a 
thorough jobis intended. Itis hoped thats per- 


centage of cement will be used for the top 
dressing, as it not only lasts twice or thrice as 
long, but it also prevents the road. becoming 
slimy as is the case where lime concrete only is 
employed. 

Mr. T. Sercombe Smith, Pnisne Judge of 
SJongkong, is unlikely to be able to resume his 
duties at the Supreme Court for ten days or 
even longer. On January 7, while playing 
cricket, he was badly hit on the leg by 8 
cricket ba'l. Although hurt, he did not think 
much about the matter; but on Monday evening, 
after sitting all day on the Bench, he found his 
leg badly swo'len. He went to the Government 
Civil Hospital, where he now remains. The 
wound is not healing as it should. 

A very pleasant evening was spent by 
members of the Union Church Literary Club in 
the-Club room on Jan.12. The occasion was 
the new year’s social, and opening night of the 
second half term. An excellent programme, 
musical and elocutionary, was provided by Miss 
Harker, Mrs. David Wood, Mr. E. F, Aucott 
and Mr. W. G. Leckie. The vocalists were 
accompanied by Mr. George Grimble. After 
the musical t:eat, members were regaled with 
light refreshments. 

Among the pissengers by the homeward- 
bound French mail steamer on Jan. 10 was Mr. 
Owen Ordish, the late superintending civil 
engineer of the new Admiralty Dock, The 


“ Naval Works Loan Department” ceased to 
exist at the end of 1904, and the work has been 


taken over by the Adnsiralty Works Depart- 
ment, Mr. Ordish had, we believe, been in 
Hongkong upwards of nine years. Apart 
from his official duticrs, Mr. Ordish took 
an active interest in the local Volunteer 
force, having: been a captain of the 
artillery section since 1899 until the beginning 
of the present year, when he resigned in con- 
sequence of his impending departure from ~the 
Colony. Socially, it may b+ said of him, that a 
man of his invariably cheerful and kindly dis- 
position could not fail in so long a period of 
residence to leave behind him in the Colony 
many friends to regret his departure and to 
follow him with their best wishes wherever he 
may travel.—Mr. J: L. Houston, the resident 
partner of Messrs. Punchard and Lowther, 
the Naval Yard Exteusion contractors, and Mr. 
G. Corderoy, adviser to the Admiralty, were 
also passengers, to Singapore. 


FAR EASTERN ITEMS. 


From a letter which reached us on Jan. 12 
from Vladivostock, but bearing a German 
g'amp and the Shanghai postmark, it appears 
that a letter posted in Hongkong for Viadivos- 
tock takes about two months and a half to 
reach its destination. Une 

Sport & Vossip tells a story of the Shanghai 
Gun Club, in which the wife of the Chinese 
caretaker suddenly crossed the line of fire. 


Members shouted to the shooter {o warn him, 


and the groundsman, flustered by the fuss, was 
heard to remark ‘‘Maskee! That blong my 
wife.” . 

Arguing that the besieged in Port Arthur 
could not be so badly off as reported. Mr. 


“Dooley” says:— I raymimber how pained [ 


was over the disperate plight iv th’ sojers an: |. 


diplomats at Pekio. I rushed an army over 
there. They kilt Chinymen be th’ thousands, 
an’ in th’ face iv incredible misstatements fought 


their way to th’ dures iv th’ palace where their’ 


atarvin’ brothers were imprisoned. What did 
They found th’ diplomats in their 
ghirt-sleevesfillin’ packin’ cases with th’ undher- 
wear iv th’ Chinese Impror an’ th’ spoons iv 
th’ Chinese Empress. Th’ air was filled with 
cries iv ‘ Hinnery, won't ye set ou this thrunk ? 
I can't get th’ lid down since ye putin that 
hateful idol.’ Th’ English Ambassadure was 
tfiryin’ on a coold brocaded vest four thonsand 
year old, th’ Frinch Ambassadure was oratin’ 
up th’ Impror’s lib’ry, an’ th’ German Embassy 
an’ gallant officers iv th’ Kaiser were in th’ 


obsarvatory prisin’ off th’ brass filtings iy th’ 
tillyscopes.” 


The European loafer in Burma, scoording to 
the Rangoon Timea, commonly becomes & 
Buddhist priest. As such his occupation is 
light and lucrative. An angry correspondent 
writing on the subject says :—-‘‘ Anyone may 
be accepted as a novice for the Baddhist priest- 
hood, provided he is of good character, is 
willing to renounce the’ world, and earnestly 
and truly seeks the life of the ascetic. . . < 
But actions speak louder than words, and the 
actions -of some European novices, goin 
round the houses of faithful Buddhists, gather- 
ing hundreds of rupees, under the pretence of 
founding a library, are eloquent of the real 
motives that inspired them to enter the order. 
And not content with exploiting the Rangoon 
Buddhists, they now contemplate a d tour 
in Upper Burma, there to repeat their nefarious 

performance, A healthy stomach and Hibernian 
bravado seem to be all that are required to make 
one a comfortable member of the Sangha.” 
‘Can this be the comment of a rival mission- 
ary ?’ asks the Kobe Chronicle. Very possibly 
it is, but with regard to religion of more than 
one kind, many men have found that there is 
“ money in it.” 

Having indulged in some New Year moralis- 
ing, and advocating greater effort to make 
friends with the Chinese, the Foochow Echo 
concludes: “ But we do not mean that, going 
to the other extreme, one should so pet and 
pamper the unsophisticated Native as to pro- 
duce the lounging louts who stare, spit, and 


swagger about our settlement, puffed up with © 


the proverbially dangerous modicum of Chris- 
tian knowledge, and haviog exchanged their 
naturally good manners for no manners at all.” 

The W.-C. Daily News, in reporting: the death 
of Mr. George Fullerton of Shanghai on the 
5th inst, says:—Mr. Fullerton, who was 
Shavghai-born, was some years ago in Messrs 
Butterfield and Swire’s. He went to Hong- 
kong, and resided there for some years, and 
latterly has been identified with the interests 
of the Chinese Engineering and Mining Com- 
pany at Shanghai. He was one of our most 
enthusiastic oarsmen, though not frequently 
seen on the river in recent ‘years; and he had 
served in the volunteers both at Hongkong, 
where he commanded the Maxims, and at 
Shanghai. : 


TRADE ITEMS. 
—___—_-_* 

We are officially authorized to state that 
subject to audit, the Directors of the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation will 
recommend at the forthcoming meeting a 
dividend of £1 10s. per share, a bonus of £1 
per share, add to the reserve fund $1,000,000, 
write off property account $200,000, and carry 
forward about $1,500,000. : 


Shareholders in the Wo Shun Steamboat Co,, 
Ld., held a meeting at the offices of the Com- 
. 188, Connaught Road, on Jan- 

uary 9th. Mr. Wong Kam Fuk presided, and 
there were also present Mr. Hung Hing Chuen 
(Manager), Mr. Leung Ching Pao, and others. 
A special resolution—That the capital of the 
Compauy be increased to ee cle by the creation 
of 900 new shares of $100 each—was confirmed. 
The following are the returns of the average 


amount of Bank-notes in circulation and of 


specie in reserve at Hongkong during the month _ 


of December last :-— 
ank Specie. 


$2:400,000 


Banks, Average. 
Chartered Bank... $ 3,733,882 
H.K.&S8. Bank... 12,520,524 — 7,100,000 
National Bank ... 345,462 150,000 


Total .. ... $16,599,868 $9,550,000 

A report from the Japanese Consul at Chin- 
nampe states that the presence of kerosene. has 
been discovered at a vil'lage about four miles 
from Phyongang in Kantong district, Phyong- 
an-do. According to the opinion of some 
American experts who inspect~d the above place 
last year, the locality abounds with kerosene. 
There are also t!.ree large veins of coal in the 
Samteung district in the same province. — Until 
recent years this coal had been worked by 
Koreans, who, however, could not make it pay. 
A mineral water is also obtainable st a spot in 
Kangso district, in the same ‘province. Faz 
some years past the rights had been held by ry 
Japanese, but were lately transferred to @ 
company. : : 
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- crop being larger than anticipated: 
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The Kobe market report, published under 
the direction of the Hiogo and Osaka Goenera- 
Chamber of Commerce, has this to say of co‘ton 


imports at the end of December: Cotton. — 
American.—Since last reporting the home 
market has declined considerably owing to the 


Cotton 
ginned up to the middle of this month shows a 
total of 12,000,000 bales, as compared with 
8,50),00) giuned during the samo period last 
year. This has cansed a pinio in the home 
market, and the position locally is extremely 
dull. Spinners are in consequence now rather 
inclined to await developments. Stock Middling 
is nominally quoted at Y.5, and forward 
at Y21.50, with lower tendency. Indian.— 
The condition of the American market has 
caus2d rates to we-ken. No fresh forward 
business is reported, and tue market is much 
depressed Old stock is moving slowly at low 
rates. Quotations for spot cargo stand 
nominally at Y21.00 to Y21.50 for Akola 
and Khamguam, and Y22 for new crod 
F. Bengal. 
high rate of Silver, no fresh business has 
been reported for a considerable tims past, rates 
being too high as compared with American and 
Indian staples. With regard to the alleged 
dampness in cotton shipments referred to in 


our raport of the 14th October, the Cotton 
Spinners’ Association has decided that suppliers 
should unconditionally bear the extra loss in 


weight, This decision will be brought iuto 
force on the Isat Jannary, 11:05, and the members 
of the Association have been notiffed to that 
effect. 


Hoxsxowa. ise Janvany,1905.—The follow: | 


_ing is a Review of Exchange, Bar Silver and 
Bank Rate of Discount, for 1904. 
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August .. 
Septenbe 

Uctober .. 
November 
December 


April... 
June 
July 


February ‘ 
March 
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MONTES. 


Munuo:— 
Highest—31st Deo>mber. 
Ratos{ Lowest —9/12th April. 
: Highest 31st December. 
Silver{T owest-— 16th April 


rage ‘T.T. rate for the year 1903—1 [8% 
ee being a rise of about Th. 


= 31st December, 19U3=1/8) 
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being a rise of a! out 12% 
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“Table Showing the Highest ond Lowest 
puiceuct Bar Silver in London, Rates of Ex- 


Chinese.—Owing to the continued |. 


rates of Discount, for the Years 1877 to 19vU4. 
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COAL. 
. Messrs. Hughes and Hough, in their coal report 
of to-day’s date, state that five steamers are ex- 


pected at Hongkong with a total of 20,400 tons 
of Japan coal and 3,000 tons of Hongay. Since 
29th December 35,500 tons of Japan coal have 
arrived, all sold. The market is quiet—Cardiff 
offering. Quotations :— 
$18.00 ex-ship. 
Australian ........ seeeoun $11.00 ex-ship. 
Yubari Lump...........612.00 ex-ship, nominal 


Miiki Lump ............$10.0) ex-ship, nominal 
Moji Lump......$6.50 to 10 00 ex-ship, steady 


YARN. 

Mr. Eduljee, in his report, dated Hongkong 
14th January, says:—The market has steadily 
declined since last report and each successive sale 
has been at lower prices. Scarcely any extensive 
or noteworthy sales have taken place, and al- 
though prices apparently show a further decline 
of $2 to $4 per bale, they must still be considered 
more or loss nominal, as holders to effect sales, 
have to submit entirely to the ideas of buyers, 


In fact, importers and dealers are both reluctant 


to commit themselves in view of the uncertain 
position of the raw material, and the near approach 
of the China New Year, with its attendant tight- 


| ness of money amongst the natives, precludes 


the possibility of any movement of importance 
taking place in the near future. The market 
again closes quiet. 

Local Manufacture :—No business is reported. 

Japanese Yarn :—The ideas of both holders and 
buyers are too wide apart to lead to business. 

Raw Cotton :—New Crop Bengals are more 
sensitive to the fluctuations on the other side, 
and despite a further drop of $1 to $2 per picul in 
price, only a parcel of 67 bales really superfine 
Bengals have found buyers at $25 to $24}, leaving 
a rather heavy stock of 5.700 bales on the market. 
In China kinds some 185 bales Thoongchow have 
been reported sold at $26 to $25. + tock 700 bales. 
Quotations are Indian $22 to $24 and China. 

Exchange on India closes to-day at Rs. 145} 
for T/T and Rs. 146$ for Post. On Shanghai 71} 
and on Yokohama $96}. 

The undernoted business in imported and local 
spinnings is reported from Shanghai during the 
fortnight ended the 30th ultimo, viz :— 


‘  'TE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


j change in Hongkong, and Bank of England | to 102 for No. 20s, prices showing a decline of 8 


(January 14, 1908, . 


to 4 taels. ‘. 
Local;—No business is reported from firat 
hands. 


oa és 


PIECE GOODS. 
Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co.’s Re 
Shanghai Piece Goods Trade, date Shanghai, 
5th January, 1905, states :—The short workin ¢ in- 
terval since we last wrote has been chiefly notable 
by the fall of Port Arthur, after an almost 


unprecedentedly gallant defence. What affect 
thig will have in bringing about a termination of 
hostilities has yet to be seen. Of course it is 
hoped here that it will cause the recall of the 
Baltic Fleet and so prevent what would most 
likely be a serious interruption to trade, but so 
long as that Fleet is able to make use of neutral 
harbours in cases of necessity, it will be difficult 
to safesguard the trade routes of foreign com- 
merce. However, this is not what is causing the 
present anxiety and concern of both importers 
and native «perators alike. It is the uncoznfort- 
able position: brought about by the decline in 
Cotton and the rise in Exchange. Although the 
majority are endeavouring to show a bold front a 
few weak holder are playing havoc with the 
market, being forced to sell in order to meet the 
drafts ‘against their zoods. In this way bu-iness 
is quite disorganised and the country merchants 
are naturally holding off in she to secure cheap 


bargains. On the other hand there appeirs to ba 
gome sort of a concerted movement to support 
prices at Auction to preve t the idea gaining 


ground in the country that this market is any-_ 


but strong. However that may be, the 
prices realised at the sale show .a remark- 
able recovery for Cotton goods, which we 
venture to think is not altogether due to an 
improved demand from Ningpo and River Ports. 
It is said there really isa slight improvement in 
Hankow, and certainly one of her buyers was 
astute enough to pick up a fairly large lot of 


thing 


rt on the 


American Drills at what is considered a give-- 


away price, Measured by the clearances in that 
direction there does not seem to be any great 
change for the better. The nearer Yangtsze 
Ports are depressed by the restrictions put on 
the export of Rice, which ‘has prevented the 
farmers realising fair prices for what has been an 
abundant crop, and being able to invest in 
foreign imports, the conesquence is there is a 
plethora of cereals here and in the neighbourhood, 
and prices are exceptionally low. As regards 
Tientsin the market there is fairly active, 
buyers for Newchwang being in strong evidence 
for some little time, but, as mentioned last week, 
the reatrictions with regard’ to re-exporting from 
the latter port, which the representatives here 
of Messrs. Fearon. \'aniel & Vo., the China and 
Japan Trading Company, Limited, and Messrs. 
Reias & (‘o,, were instrumental in getting removed 
through the Japanese Consul General, are again 
in force, Holders here would like to take advan- 
tage of the more favourable Exchange ruling 
between this and Tientsin to send further sup- 
plies up, but there is a great scarcity of tonnage, 
From Newchwang itself the News is not at all 
encouraging. Money is so scarce that trade is 
paralized, and Natives are beginning to make 
invidious comparions between the Russian and 
Japanese occupation, but- it could scarcely be 
expected to be otherwise. To sum up, it looks 
very improbable that any movement of im- 
portance will take place until after China New 
Year. Meanwhile forward rates of Exchange 
have suddenly collapsed and added further to the 
complexity of the situation. Supplies are com- 


mencing to pour in and the Native money market - 


is none tooeasy. A period of anxiety is undoubted- 
ly ahead of all connected with the trade, Advices 
from the home markets are to the effect that they 
are quiet but firm with Manufacturers unwilling 
to try and force sales. Of course there are bound 
to be some weak elements, but we have not heard’ 
of anything being done, or even offering, except 
for fairly late delivery, at what might be called a 
substantial reduction. (Cotton in Liverpool after 
declining to 3.744. for Mid Anierican recovered to 
3.83d, according to the last public advice, but we 


understand from subsequent private telegrams it ” 


has gone up to 4d. already. For Egyptian 7/),d. 
was the last quotation. Several telegrams are to 
hand giving 13,000,000 bales as the es- 


tima'e of the total crops in the States, which 


seems to have deceived some of the leading firms . 


Indian :—A decline of one to'two taels in rate: | in the trade entirely, up to the end of November, 


has induced a large speculative business, and 
sales to the extent of n arly 5,000 bales are 
reported, No. 10s suffering the most. Estimated 
unsold stock about 40,000 bales. 


Japanese :—good demand keeps up for these 


spinnings and about 3,000 bales are reported sold 
on the basis of Tls. 90 to 97 for No. 163, and Tls. 96 


| 


The December export of Plain Cottons from 


Manchester to China and Honkgong was 51,020,000 


yards, and 1,000 bates of Yarn. ne ¢ 
tinues in imported Yarns, but Indian Spinninga 
appear to 
more request. 


Native Cotton is a little steadier 
at the decline. ° 


‘the decline con-" 


have about touched bottom and are in- 


cha 
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. !demand continues for Electrics (old! at $15. EXCHANGE. ~ 


Per steamer Moyune, sailed on 5th January. For | China Borneos at $13$ South China Morning Fripay, 13th January. 
Port Said :—5 cases fans. For Odessa :—25 cases | Posts at $22, and Watsons (new) at $12. : 


On Lonvon.— 
staraniseed, 100 bales chinaroot. For London :—46 | 


boxes tea, 202 bales waste silk, 885 rolls matting, 
11 cases cigars, 142 packages shells, 320 casks 


cases human hair, 10 cases bristles, 42 packages 
private effects, &c., 92 bales feathers, 82 bales 


| 
| 


MeEMo.—China | rovilent Loan and Mortgage 
Co., Ld, ordinary yearly meating on the 18th 


preserves, 210 casks soy, 10 a vennilion, 10 instant. tranfer books close to-morrow, the 14th 


ins'ant until the 18th inst., both days inclusive. 
Hongkong Lund Iovestment and Agency Co., 


Telegraphic Transfer 
Bank Biiis, on demand 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/11", 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ... 
Credits, at 4.months' sight ......... 1/1138 


canes. For London or Glasgow:—50 casks Limited, and West Poiat Building Co., Ltd , Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight 1/1175 
preserves, For London or L’pool or Glasgow :—20 | 0'dinary yearly meetings on the 30th instant, On Papis.— : 
packages prserves. “London or Hamburg :—10 transfor books close on tho 2Ist to the 30th inst. Bank Bills, on dsmand... . ............246 
cases bristles, 100 bales feathers, 140 bales canes, | inclusive. Hougkong Lind Reclamation Co., Credita4 months’ sight ............. 2495 
&c. For Glasgow:—10 cases blackwoodware. | Ltd, ordinary yearly mestiog on the 18h | ON GeRmMany.— 
v For Hamburg :—7 cases shells, London or Con- | instant. ; On demand 0... .ie.kk cee ceetee oe eeeeee 209 
tinent:—291 bales feathers, 330 bales canes, 20{ Closing quctations are as follows :— Qn New Yorx.— 
cases essential oil, 200 bales galangal, 71 cases | - - - Bank Bills, on demand ..,......,......5..472 
camphor. Antwerp :—140 bales feathers. CoMPANY. ‘Pain wei Quorations, Credits, 60 days’ sight .......000....0. 484 
SHARE REPORT. Banks ~ ih  ¢ $703 a Telowearhio Transfor at 1454 
Honexone, 13th January, 1905.—The con-,} Hoagkong & S’hai..; $125 | { L’don, £71. 68. Bik clasmad 1458 
: tinued tightness of money, and the near ap- Natl. Bank of China On CaLcurTa.— : 
proach of China New Year, is still exercising a . A. Shares ...... £8 $38, sales Telegraphic Transfer ................ 1454 7 
» depressing effect on the general condition of _ B. Shares £8 $38, sala; Bank, on demand ..................... . 1454 
our market, and though a better feeling is per- Foun, Shares... £1 (310 On SHANGHAL— 
haps noticeable in regard to some of our best | Insurance — wad Bank, at sight 20... 0 o...l lec eeeeee ees 71g 
dividend paying stocks, we fear but little | Union 0. | $100 $690, buyers Private, 30 days’ sight .............. ee tDt 
material improvement can be looked for until | China Traders....... $25 858, buyers Ow YOROHAMA.—- 
the present financial strengency is relieved. North China........... £5 Tis. 96, sellera On demand 964 a 
Bangs.— Hongkong and Shanghais under Vangtsze......... eee th oer aes Ge Mie stddoadanasterne e 
heb sale have been disposed of at $700, but ae stats = $ ae ' eh ae Oe Aachen aocivirds cual ne 954 
close firmer with buyers at $705. The latest oe ee te or lene seer ce ty age 
* London quotation to haa is £71. 58. Od. It is ee ct x se cael ee Ol deel dg ty (xbuy Baas Sete aue eee. 1 p.c. pm z 
officially notified that subject to andit the | © I. Cactoa MRE $15 |327, buyers On BAaTAavIA.— , 
directors of thé Corporation will recommend at Indo-China 8. N. ... £10 |$124, buyers © On demand  ....:..ccceceseccseeeser ee ces 1174 
the forthcoming half-yearly meeting, adividend | (hina and Manila... $50 |$23, seliors On HarpHona.— 
of £1. 10s. 0d. and bonus of £1. per share, the Douglas Steainship $50 |$33}4, sales & buy, On demand... ccccsce ccocceceeeeus wt D0. DM 
transfer of $1,000,000 to réserve, write of . $10 |$38, sellers ~ | On Sataon—On demand ee .par is 
property account $210,000, and carry forward | Star Ferry......... $5 1229, sellers On BanaKox'—On demand ..............,60} 
about $1,500,000. Natiocals have aguin been | Shell Transport a £1 [25/-, buyers Sovergrens, Bank's Buying Rate..... $10.15 
n disposed of at $38. Trading Co...... | : Gotp Iwar, 100 fine, per tael ......... $54.00 
MARINE InsuRances.—Unions continue in |. Do. pref. shares......| £10 ea GaR SILVER, per OZ. .......cccce cccseeeeees 275°; 
request at $690 with no shares available under | Hcfinerics—  - ‘ j : 
$700. China Traders are enquired for ina sma'l China Sugar ..,....... $100 $218, buyers a Fa 7 
way at $58... North Chinas are procurable aty| _ /uzon Sugar..........] $100 |$17, buyers TONNAGE. 
Tls. 96, and Cantons at $250. Yangtszes are ee o Fes. 250 18490 ; Honexone, 13th January.--Freights are weaker 
slightly firmer with buyers at $150. a eee Pah 18'10d $3} sales & buyers | #ll ronnd. From Saigon to Hongkong, 13 cents 
FIRE INSURANCKS.—Chinas have sold snd Hiehe Bia eee : y per picul last and it is doubtful whether this 
. continue in request at $91. Hongkongs have ret ee Perens ' g50 |3217, buyers rate can be repeated, as there is very little cargo 


‘*improved to $340 with sales and further buyers. 
SHIPPING.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
after dropping to $263 have firmed up and 
close in request st $27, Indo-Chinas have 
ruled somewhat erratic, sales down to $123 cash 
being reported, but at the close a firmer feeling 
is apparent, and a fair demand exists for cash 
shares at $124 and equivalent rates for June 
4 and July delivery. Douglases have suld at $33 
and $334 and more shares are wanted at the 
latter rate. China and Manilas, and Star Ferries 
are unchanged and without business. Shell 


Transports are steadier with buyers at 25/-. 


offering; to Philippines, only small carriers 
wanted, rate being about 30 and 32 cents per 
picul; to Japan, no demand. The new crop is 
expected to be ready for shipment about and of 
February to early March. Java to Hongkong, 
25 cents for dry sugar and 30 cents for wet sugar. 
From Wuhu tu Canton, 33 and 34 centa per picul. | 
Coal freights are weak. from Moji to this, $2; - : 
to Manila, $3.50; to Singapore, $2.3:) per ton. - 

The following are the settlements:— 

Poschan—German steamer, 1,325 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, $2 per ton. z 
~ Clara Jebsen-—German steamer, 1,103 tons, 
Wuhu to Canton, $11,500 lump sum. : | 


ar #104, old & new 
H. & K. Wharf &G $50 $102, new, huy. 
New Amoy Dock ... $63}327, sellers 
&.C. F. Boyd &Co....|'Tla. 100 [Tls. 155!:, buyers 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv 
Kowloon Land & By 
WestPoint Building 
Hongkong Hotel ...... 
Humphreys Estate. { 
S‘hai Land Ins. Co Ld. |Tls. 
Cotton Mills— 


$100 |3146, sellers 
$30 |338) 
$50 |$59, sellers 
$50 |$142, sellers 
$10 |$12}, buyers 
S23 1€113 

50 /Tls. 117 


REFINERIES,—China Sugars after receding sh fines i oe 7 ae purer Quangnam—French steamer, 710 tons, Saigon : 
to $217 have firmed up, and close with buyers tack Ts. 100 |Tig. 30 to Cebu, 34 cents per picul. ; 
at $2!8 c-sh and equivalent rates for March to Baycheo ... “Ing. 500 (TIs. 150, ecllers ear gare ieee pope 952 a Saigon to 
: : ’ PAAVY COC wi eeeaceccnnes . . . 2 one por 1 . ines, 2 cents per ic l 
3 oe: Luzons are also firmer with} jyonukong $10 |$13, sales Pio ean cease ete ee, earaoa ee 


Companies— 

Alhambra Limited.... 
Bell’s Asbestos FE. a... 
Caupbell, Moore & Co. 
China-Borneo Co., Ld. 
China Prov. L. & M... 
Dairy Farm..........-00 
Geo. Fenwick & Co., 
Green Island Cement. 


Hongkong Elcctric | 


MINING.—Raubs have declined to. $31, at 

which rate shares have chacged hands and more 
- are wanted. 

Docks, WHARVES, AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Docks have declined to 
$-1%, but close in demand at that rate. Hong- 

. kong and Kowloon Wharves continue stcaty 
e at $1043 (old ex new) and $102 (aoew), with 
small sales of old cum(new at tho equivalent 
rate, viz., $112. New Amoy Docks hare prob- 
able sellers at the reduced rate of $26. Farn- 


Hongkong, 15 cents per picul. 
Telemachus—British steamer, 1,3!0 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 14} cents per piucl. 
Taishan—British steamer, 1,122 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 13 cents per picul. ; 
Derwent—British steamer, 1,309 tons, Saigon 
to Hongkong, 13 cents per picul. 
Dr. Hans Jurg Kiaer—Norwegian steamer, 691 
tons, monthly, 3 months, at $6,Wh' per month. 
Petrarch—German steamer, 1,252 tors, monthly, 
6 months, at $7,500 per month. 
_Dagny--Norwegian steamer, 882 tons, monthly, 


$200 |3109, buyers 

12/6 |$54 

$10 |$40, sellers 

$12 |£:181, buye s 

SLO |$93, sales « sellers 
86 |$12, buyers 

$25 |$45, sellers 

$10 |$29, sellers 

$10 |81d, luye:s 
$5 |$9, buyers 


Hongkong & C. Gas.... £10 |$1&), buyers 


Tse . $100 |$265 

ham, Boyds are quoted from the North at | H. H. b. Tramways... capers bytes : 8 months, at $6,500 per month. £ 

Tis "1524" sales and buyers. Hog On LOG acrtst: ee ice a | Proteus—Norwegian steamer, 1,024 tons, 
Hongkong Rope......... OM [eine monthly, 8 months, at $8,500 per month. 


Lanps, HoTe.s, AND BUILDINGs.—Hong- 
kong Lands have again been disposed of at 
$146, and more share are procurable. Kowloon 
Lands are still in the market at $384, and West 


Points at $59. Hongkong Hotels have declined 
fo $142 sellers. Humphreys’ Estates have sold 


at $125 and $)24, and clove in further requ st at 
the latter rate. Shanghai Lands ara unchanged 
‘at Tle 117, 


Hk. Steam Water- ) 
Boat Co., Ld....... 5 
Phippine Tobacco) 
Trust Co, Ld... ' ; 
Shanghai and Hong- } e 
kong Dyeiug and > -$59 |$50 
Cleting Co., Ld.) 
S. ©. Morning Post ... $25 |$22, buyers : 
ChinaLight &Power } $10 1$10, sellers 2, 


Cognal—Norwegian steamer, 864 tons, munthly, 
9 months, at $6,50.) per month (recharter). 

Triumph—German steamer, 769 tons, monthly, 
6 months, at $ 7,000 per month. ec: ; 

Nord—Swedish steamer, 1,452 tons, monthly, 
9 months, at £830 per month. _ 


«0 |$20, cellers 


Corron Mrtisi—Honpkenzs have sold at | Co., Ld. oo... Z sé ley fGia HaAhow de Sarre Steamers.—To 
SI! a i : * ‘ a 
ata ree Ces ee ie eens penne Cory $3 |S4, sellers ponder: ane, Sortbern. Pontneg tal pore 5 Sie 
ann a THitee Mabedboe cates $4 1393 : Shanghai) :—46/- plus River Freight. To Genoa, - 
ie SOE DOsccccececseeces $10 $180 Marseilles or Havre (via Shanghai):—Tea and 
|  MiscELLaNgovs, — Campbell Moores. are | Watkins, Ld ..... $10 [39, sellers General Cargo 41/6 plus River freight. To New J 
easier with sell rsat$40 China Providentshive! ataaannehe $10 ['§13, sellers York (Overland) :—Tea G. $1} cénts per Ii. gross 


: sod, and are still procuruble at $)3. Dairy ; Watson &C.., A. s.{ $10 |$12, buyers 
:. Farms are wanted at $12. Green Island + wiyiam Powell, Ld.... $10 $12},-sellers 
Cements are easier with sellersat $29. Watkins | _=- ———SSSFSSFeSFeF 


ante procuratle at $9, and Powells at $124. A VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 
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12, Indraeamha, British str., for Shapghal,, .|° Per Kwongsang, from Shanghai, &¢., Messrs, 
12, Kintuok, British str., for London. 3°+ 325, q” Finchett, J. Orange and Rev, Pere Pencoley. 
i Per .Haiching, from Amoy, &0., Mr. EB. 


Thomas. = 


fy restccoue armen tt 


SHIPPING. 


Agrrvats awp DEPARTURES SINCE LAST : ; 
Mam. - 12, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Canton. 


rar se ARRIVALS. ‘ ae Reset Giak ote. ria er ee ; : 
'] str from Haiphong. , Oakley, Dritigh str., for Kiautschou. Per Tarfar, from Vencouver, Mr..C. &, Moody, .. { 
8, Tiles, Gorm tic Neeeale. 12, Phra Wan g, German atr., for Bangkok, | Mr.aud Mrs. W. J. A. Jordan ; from Yokohama, --*; 
12, Taksaog, Britieh etr.. for Shanghai. Liont. J. M. Smith ;.from Shanghai, ang 

J.R. ws 


Y. Kimura, H. Inman, U. L- Saritos : 


Jenssen. 


9, Anghin, German str., from Bangkok. ‘ 
_ 12, Wongkoi, German str., for Bangkok. 
: - Per Denbighshire, from London, &c., Capt. 


9, Barma. Austrian str., from Cardiff. 


9, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
-9, Loongsang, British str., from Manila. aye 
9, Lycemoon, German i. from Shanghai. PASSENGER LIST. and Mrs, Marchant and family, Mr. and Mrs. 
9, Powderham, British str., from Bangkok. "ARRIVED. Cowan, Masters Cowan (2), Mr. Glen. Mrs. 
9, Rubi, British atr., from Manila. Per Korea, from San Francisco, &6., Mrs. B. J. | Robinson, Mrs. Snowden, Mra and Miss 
10, Ajax, British str., from Liverpool. Adams, Messrs. V. G. Bowden aa C. 9. Banka, Stephens. : 
10, Baltimore, U.S cruiser, from Chefoo. Mrs. J. BR. tanks, Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Bark. | Per Sikh, from Durban. Mr. Jack Horden. < 
holder, Capt. and. Mrs. H. C- Cabell, Muster H.| ,, Per. Ernest Simons, for Hongkong. from . 
Marseilles, Messrs. Reiffinger aud J. Harrop; 


.10, Choyeang, Britisk str., from Canton. 
10, Clara Jebsen, German str., from Canton. Cabell, Miss 

10,-Denbighshire, British str., frem London. ; Miss Emma C:etcher, Mr. J. A. Due, Dr. J.N. 
10, Dragoman, British str., from Moji. { Force, Mrs. A. N. borce, Messrs. H. L. Ford, 

10, Glenros, British str, from London. Jose Galoez, L. T. Gibbens, Rev. and Mrs. A. 

10, Haitan, British str., from Cast Ports. K. Gurney, Mr. and Mra. H. C. Gray, Mrs 8. 

19, Hunan, British str., from Chinkiang. La Grace, Mrs. H. Ww. Laugheim, Messrs 
10, Kalibia, British str., from Kutchinotzu, | Barbour Lathrop, N. 8. Marshall, M. Morrison, 
10, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Shanghai. | P. R. Manus, D. MoGam, A. Le Provost, F.H. 
10, sathilde, German atr rom Haiphong. | Walker, W. D: Wisdom, Miss Pilar Zamo-a,| 4. : : 

10, Meafoo, Chinese str, from Shaoghsi. ~ | Mesars. W. A. Lamout, P. J. Stutchbury, Mr, | Misses H. and M. Carbonel, Megsre, Devineux 

10, Namsang, British str., from Calcutta. and Mrs. 9. L. Levy, Messrs. C. H. Page, G. L. and A, Kets, Mrs. de Vineux, Mrs. Huet and 3 
10, Palma, British str., from London. | Kingsland, Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Ostrander children, Messrs. Moriozau and Bigoe ; from 

10, Sperber, German gunboat, from Pakboi. | Messrs. J. H. Brown and A. B. Scott. ‘| Golomb, Mr.xRogan and Mrs. Luce Baizer; 

from Singa:ore. Messrs, H. Hanbarg and E. 

Kromer; from Saigon, Messrs. Gilard and Mul- 


10, Swanley. British str., from Singapore. Per Seydlitz. for Hongkong, from Yokohama, 
Mr.und Mrs, W. F. Weuyon, .T.0 

ate es #, Wenyon, a’ Rows | ore, Mr. and Mrs. Guidon Lavallee, Messrs. Le 

Dret, Annie, Menor, Frankel, and Mra. Helena: 


10, Taiwan, British str., from Shanghai. 
and K. Tsuruga; from Kobe, Messrs. G. P. 
for Yokohama, from Marseilles, Mr. Wersehurr; 


10, Tjilatjap, Dutch str., from Jata. 
1], Andromeda, British or., from Weihtiwei. | Fuller, V. P. Fuller, Lee D. Windrem, Wm. H. 
gasaki, Mrs. T.P. 
eee from Singapore, Messrs. l. Chobirmal and 
Bollo. . ; 


11, De:awongse, German str., from Bangkok. | Hunt and B. Bickart; from 

Jl, Dr. H. J. Kiser, Norw.str., from Haiphong. Sebree, Mes-rs. Harry H. Sebree, Tomajiro 

11, Foochow, British s'r., from Wuta. Vishita, Tatsukidu_Vishita and Dio; from i : 

. 11, Hopsang, British str., from Samarang- Shanghai, Messrs. R. Gischer, 3%. Sutherland, Per Malta, from Shanghai, for Hongkong. 
11, Kintuok, British str., from Shanghai. Dutton, A. Krauss, Dr. and Mrs. Bose, Messrs. Mr. and Mrs. Sequeira and 2 children, Mrs. K. 
11, Kwongsang, British str. from Shangbai. | G. B. Jacob, EB. W. Ruyter, Laura B-ck, O.| W. Little, Mr. H G. Mackenzie, Capt. W. R. 

11, Oakley, British str.. from Barry. Johnson ani Moriat. Boyd, Dr. B. Swindells) Mr. J. Duncan, and 

1], Taksang, British str., from Canton. Per Catherine Apear, from Calcutta, &c.,| Hon. Edwin Conger; for Singapore, Mr. V. 

12, Ernest Simons, Fy, str., from Marseilles, Miss Sellers, Misa Picka “4, and Mr. C. H., | Delsizian ; for Bombay, Mr. B. J. Shroff; for 

1:, Frithjof, Norwegian str., from T'amsui. Rawlings. Marseilles, Mr. C. Noix; for London via Mar- 

from Swatow, &o., Mr. and |seilles, Rav. and Mrs Suttm and infant and 
Major F. H. Wintle; for London, Rev. and Mrs. 
Drake and child, Mrs, and Miss Richards. Miss 


CG. M. Charch, Miss C. J- Cretch:r, | 2. 

from Aden, Mr. and Mrs. Guilherme and infant; 
from Singapore, Mr. and’ Mrs. John World, 
Messrs. L C. Starwey aud J. H. Scott; fron 
Saigon, Mgr. Merel, Freres: Louis and Gabriel, 
Mr. Arvieu, Mr. andM ra. Heriaff and 8 children: 
for Shangkai. from Marseilles, Messrs. Simon, 4 |: 
Bahusen and Bardac Leon, Mrs. Prentice, Miss 
Lara, Messrs, Poindrou, Gachat, U. de Kiniver.’ 


12, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. Per Hatloong, 
Mrs, Hasting, Mr. Focken, Rev. Father Favre. 


19, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 
12, Kamor, Norw. str., from Chinkiang. Per Zafiro, from Manila, for Hongkong, Mr. 
12, Katharine Park, British str., from Sasebo. | and Mrs. Bauer, Rev. and Mrs W. A. Bown, | Nora Fishe, Mr. John Low, and Capt. J. Mo- 
- 19) Malta, British str., from Shanghai. Mrs. E G. Rafae!, Rev. J. A. McPiclain, Rev. | Kechnie: from Kobe, for Marseilles, Mr. A. 
| D. L. Nahoney, Rev. F. A. McCare. Manuger | Priestly, M.P. : ¥ 
. DEPARTED. 


12, Marie Jeb-en, German atr., from Mojji. 
19, Sikh, British str., from Durban. E. W. Fowler, Miss E. L. Shaw, Dr. N. G. 
12, Tartar, British str., from Vanoonver. _| Heiser, Me-ses. Hl. Purser, B, H. Lyons, A. R 
12, Tientsio, British str., from Wubn, | Cottan, H. Davénport and Alonzo Skuner. 
12, Tungchow, British str. from Gutzlaff. (| Per Borneo, from Sandakan. Mrs. Hamilton 
January— DEPARTURES. ‘and child, Master. Hamilton and W. C. Walters, 
Messrs. Hamilton and Johnston. 


Per Buyern, for Shanghai, Consul Ed. Michael- 
eon, Miss L. BE. Shar, Mrs. Knowles, Miss 
Brunnet, Messrs. H. Mandl, H. Sheppard, Ch. 
A. Cook:, T. Nafta'y, Bachmann, D. Tese, A. 
Fgller, Bolbrook, Baron von ‘Hardenflycht, 


9 Auchenarden, British str., for K’chinotza. 
9, Freja, Norwegian str., for Shanghai. . Per Tean, from Manila, for Hongkong, Wi-s| Capt. Ronberg. and Mrs. F. Portaria; for 
9, Hsiping, British str.. for Shanghai. E. Griggs, Miss May D. Macdonald, Miss: A. Nagasaki, Messrs. J. Inomasee Tanaka, Kosai, 
9, Ilford, British str., for Kobe. F-arling, Measrs. A.W. Rankin. John ‘!’, Miller, | Ka amori, Harada, Morakawa, and Tsanake ; 
9, Nioomedia, German str., for Moy. OG, Webbe, Alex. Wilson, F. G. Williams, tor Kobe, Messrs. Hanada, Muy ds, Kow,, 
9, Piteanulok, German str., for Bangkok. , Hanry Bode, and Richard Wilsoo. Makamcto, Sheroha'a aid H. Ilte; for Yoko- 
9, Tremont, American str.. for Manila. Per Loongsang, from Minila, Mr. W. Palk. |hama, Mr. H. Heilacd. . 
Per Dumbea, for Hongkong fiom Yokonama,| Per Tremont for Manila, Mr. B. 2. Gwillingl 
Mrs. Henry M. Jne:, Mesers. Milfoo F. 


9, Unda, Norwegian str., for Yokobama. 
9, Whampoa, British atr., for Shang! ai. Mr. and Mys. Paris aud 4 children and Mr. 
10, Ancines, British barque, for Anje-. Younes; from Shanghui, Mr. Wao. Busch, Mrs. 
10, Benlarig, British str., for Nagneaki. Steele, Mr, Ranaey, Vir. and Mrs. Scott, Messrs. 
10, Chowtai, German 3tr., for Bangkok. Stein, Page, Meier, Barrett, My. and Mis. 
10, Diu, Port guese gunboat, for Canton. Mauchan, Messrs. Riva, Macoarello, Kinh, Barbey 
10, Dumbea, Franch atr, for Huroie. and Dognou: fur Saigon, from Shanghai, Mre. 
10, Hogue. British orniser, for-Mirs Bay. Barrow and Mr. it. Perez: for tingapore, from 
10, Iphivenis, British craiser, for Mirs Bay. | Kobe, M re, Sonoyama Hatsn, Messrs. Taniguch, 
10, Kiukiang. British str.. for Shanghai. Kawanoko and ‘omid:; from Shangnai, Mr. 
10, Kwangtah, Chinese str.. for Shan hai, and Mra. Wakeki: for Colombo, from Kobsa, 
10, Leongmoon, German str., for Shanghai. | Mr Futchally: for Port Faid, from Shanglai, 
10, Lyeemonn, German str.. for Canton. Mr. Starit kaia: for Marseilles, from Yokohama, 
10, Ocean, British cruisar, for Mirs Bay. Mrs. Balet and infant and Mr. Takanose; from 
10, Promise, Norwegian str., for Bangkok. Shanghai, Messrs. Osborne, Priam, Francis 
Aglen, Thiatam Guiseppe, Thiitam Pietro, 


Springer, W. D. Graham, W. A. Lamont, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. H. Brown, Mrs. R.K. Sellers. 
Mrs. I F. Ochander, Capt. sod Mrs, Cuabel, 
aud sop, Messrs. W. P. and G. P. Faller, Mr. 
L. D. Windren, Mrs. B. H. Murray. Messrs. B. 
Lalthorp, B. MacGavin, ‘I’. Howlett, F. E. 
Shaw, P..B. Danky, ‘I hos. Skinner, Autonio 
Nier:, Mr. find Mrs, R. Manshan, Mr. and Mr:, 
Shearer, Mra. 8. K. B-ard and daughter, Messrs. 
Springer aot W. D Wright, Misses Jones and 
Kemer, Mre. J, H. Evans and child, Mr. Swill- 
iug, Mrs. Swilley, aud Mr, A. M. Pettit. 

Per Dumbea, for Saizon, Mr. and Mrz. Bolles. 


Messrs. Nisbilla ard -Ascoli, and Miss '. | ¢ 
Messrs, J. Le 


10, Taiwan, British str.. for Canton. : ey inc 
10, Tean, British str., for auila. - Emilia Viauello, Simon. ihent, Bartne, san ’ ; ‘ 

10, Washora, British atr., for Amoy. ° Dorogkin, Sokrinkoff, Scbleie#. Sordenui, olin, Shimorame; for SE  ttaaattl de. C.F 

British str., for Shanghai. Allain, Dagom, Franceschi Pilale, Ermua and Davis Mr, and Mrs. Guo, Corderoy, Macara. 

B. Rickert; for Mars-illes, Messrs. 


10, Woosung, 
11, Australian, British str.. for Port Darwin. | Bardinet. 

11, G. Diederichsen, Ger. str., for Gaiphorg. Per Rubi, f:om Ma ila, Rev. J.-B. C! ouza. 
11, Catberine Apear, British str., for Caleutta. | Messrs. W. W- ; 7 

ll, Choysang, British str., for + havghai. J. M. Bell, Mss E. G. Hones, Mr. GC. BE. Davis, 
11, Emprss. of Chin», Brit. str.,for Vancouver. | Mrs. 3. G. De Danon and eb:li, Miss Danon, 


11, Eiger, Norwegian str., for Chinkiang. Lieut. H. N. Coates, Mrs C. 
and 2 children, Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Hamiltoo, 


Li, Foochow, British str., for Canton. 
and Mr. W. N. Bieh. 


11, Kaifoug, British str., for Cebu. ; 
Per Hattan, from Coast Ports, Mr. & Mrs 
Miss Campbell, Messrs. 


Gagean and 
O. Cr iish, A. W. Platt, Crean, Peron, Griffon, 


Laine, Pan! Bernard. Jose Josquim’ Feijo, 
Bonamy, Laleonr, Martin aod-Andrieu. 


Per Lmpress of Chin 
Col. B 8. Marshall. 
Eng.-Lieat. G: H. EB. Head, Messrs. A. BE. Way, 
Ed. Palfreman, Mr. and Mrs. R. Dimris, Mrs. 
C. Thoresen, Mrs. Atehurst, Messrs. EB. H. J. 


itish str, for Shanghai. Farrow. Mrs. Cauger, 
Hogg, K. Wibel, C. T. Mehta, R. H Crofton, © 


11, Oro, Bri 
ll, Parnes, British str., for Amoy. Bennet, Colbs, Mackie, Williams, Johnson, C t 
11, Signal, German str., for Haiphong. Roberts, Edmondstone, Creighton, Anderson. | 8. Swar 8, J. Harii, Jubn T Willers, W W. 
ll, Wosing, British str., for Canton. Lannay. Obtsuka and King. Clark. K. Kuroki, J. Ishisaka and A. A. Rankin. 
12, Ajax, British str., for Shanghai. ; Per Namsang, from Galentla, &o.. Mrs Davis, | ——— ; : 
Messre. N. Bi-gel and C T. Mehta. : “Printed and published by BerteaM Avausrns 
“Dr. C. P. Haus for the Concerned, at 14, Nes Yeux 


12, Derwent, British sir.. for Saigon. 
12, Fooshing, British str., for Wuhu. Per Swanley, from Singspore, 
12, Haitan, British str., for Swatow. Felvus. 

12, Hunan, British str., for Canton. Per Palma, from London, &., Mr. J. Barry. London Office: 131, 


Road Central, City of Victoria, Hongkon. 
Fleet Street. B.C. 


€ 


